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Photography program |Germany for 
waiting approval 


By ELISABETH GREEN 


Staff Writer 


Professor Biff Ward says he has 
worked for years to create a photog- 
raphy degree for NECC students. 

Ward says he has developed a 
program, but whether or not it will 
ever become a reality is currently 
pending. The program that was 
expected to be implemented next fall 
was vetoed last Nov. by Vice 
President of Academic Affairs Lane 
Glenn. 

As it stands now, no such pro- 
gram exists at NECC and students 
pursuing photography as a degree 
can merely take as many photogra- 
phy classes as are available and then 
transfer onto another school. 

“Many (students) have trans- 
ferred out early because we current- 
ly only offer three courses in photog- 
raphy. Other students take the three 
courses we offer and then they 
become discouraged that the new 
courses are not here yet and they fade 
away. My opinion is that we could 
improve retention and graduation 


rates if we could offer additional 
courses and more stimulating pro- 
grams,” Ward said in a written state- 
ment to the Observer. 

Ward's disagreement stems from 
the fact that the program was unex- 
pectedly vetoed by incoming presi- 
dent Glenn, who was then serving as 
Vice President of Academic Affairs. 

Though the veto remains within 
the-realm of his authority, Professor 
Ward questions the timing of the 
veto, saying it was not cohesive with 
the protocol posted for program pro- 
posals as of 2010. 

Ward also said little information 
was provided as to why the program 
was denied. 

At the time of the veto, he was 
told his program could: not be 
approved because it was a concentra- 
tion of a General Studies Degree and 
Glenn required all added programs to 
be stand-alone. This was not a policy 
Ward believed was made public 
knowledge, until this point in time. 

The Massachusetts Board of 
Higher Education requires all imple- 
mented majors at colleges to be sub- 
mitted to the MBHE for review. 


Glenn says that to avoid this, in 
the past NECC has added options to 
majors, such as General Studies: 
Multimedia or Visual arts, Liberal 
Arts: Creative Arts, General Studies: 
Dance or Music. 

“I think we do need to work 
within the state system for approvals 
and demonstrate they can stand on 
their own,” Glenn said in his initial 
interview with the Observer. 

He said after speaking with 
sources from the MBHE he wants to 
avoid the addition of options to 
Liberal Arts and General Studies 
degrees and attempt to add only 
stand-alone programs as a major. 

According to a 2007 Report from 
the MBHE on “Protocol for New 
Academic Program Proposals and 
Program Changes” this is not 
required and adding options or con- 
centrations to existing programs is 
acceptable so long as_ the 
Commissioner of Higher Education 
is notified within 60 days of the pro- 
gram being implemented. 
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the summer 


NECC student will 
study aboard 
By ANDY ROBINSON 


‘News Editor 


Northern Essex Communit 
College student Daniel Dwyer will 
be pipe g in Germany this summer 
on a work study program offered 
exclusively to community college 
students. 

Dwyer, liberal arts major of 
Salisbury, 
abroad, but he didn’t think he was 
going to be so soon. 

e was accepted into the “The 
Baden Wiirttemberg Stipendium 
Work Immersion Study Program,” a 
fully paid program for students to 
ae experience in their language 
ield of study by traveling abroad to 
work. 

He said, “I fly from JFK [airport 
in New York] to Berlin, then to 
Stuttgart, Germany.” 

Dwyer will be staying at the Carl 
Duisberg Training Center in 
Radolfzell, Germany, where he will 
study in a language course of one 
month. Radolfzell is in southern 
Germany near the Swiss Alps. The 


always wanted to live . 


The Duisberg Center 
located in Germany. 


center offers students a great experi- 
ence in a historic and scenic German 
town. 

The work program puts you into 
a job that is targeted at your career 
goal, his being an English teacher. 
After his training in June, he will be 
put into a tutoring program where he 
will teach English as a second lan- 
guage for the remaining two months 
of the program. 


Continued on Page 6 


Dubus makes a homecomin 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Executive Editor 


The time was approximately 
11:35 and the room already was like 
a can of packed sardines. The crowd 
wore their best clothing, women 
applied lipstick and men casually 
brushed their hair back. 

In a matter of 25 minutes criti- 
cally acclaimed author, Andre 
Dubus III would be arriving for a 
reading and signing of his memoir 
"Townie" April 22 in the Bentley 
library. 

The event was a homecoming of 
sort for Dubus, who is a Haverhill 
native. The memoir is about struggle 
Dubus faced in his youth and paints 
a picture of Haverhill many natives 
say "They didn't know." 

About 15 minutes had elapsed. 
Whispers escaped the crowds of 
people hailing Dubus as "amazing," 
and others said "How could he write 
this?" 

A few women also said how 
"They would love to take Dubus 
home with them". 

Dozens of more people slowly 


trotted into the room and attempted 
to find seats. Finally, the time came 
and Dubus made his way through 
the crowd. 

"Sorry I'm late, everyone," he 
said waving to the crowd. “I could 
read you the entire book, but it 
would take me five days.” 

During this, Dubus saw a 
woman, an old friend, he knew and 
ran over to them. 

Dubus reached out his arms to 
them and hugged them, before 
addressing the crowd again. The 
woman's name was Jen Nickelson 
and she grew up with him. 

Dubus told everyone how writ- 
ing “Townie" was a pure accident. 
Originally, he was supposed to be 
writing an essay about baseball and 
his sons. This caused him to think 
back over his childhood and how he 
never played baseball with his 
father, Andre Dubus I], who also 
was a famous author, who left the 
family when he was ten. 

"We went from poor to poorer," 
Dubus said. "The worst year was 
when we moved three times." 

Dubus started to read from his 
memoir. The crowd soundlessly lis- 


tened as Dubus read about his child- 
hood, seeing his brother getting 


_ knocked to the ground, taking action 


against bullies and training to be a 
boxer. 

All Dubus wanted to be while he 
was growing up was a prized bar 
fighter. 

“I wanted to be one of those 
guys,” he said. 

Once Dubus finished reading the 
two excerpts, the woman he recog- 
nized early, Nickelson, said that 
while reading the memoir she had 
no idea Dubus was in so much pain 
growing up. ; 

“I never would have known,” 
Nickelson said. “I was in that much 
pain too. I wish I knew. 

“In your house there was so 
much love,” She was softly sobbing 
while saying this. “I mean your 
mother made me a Christmas orna- 
ment, for God’s sake.” 

A woman in the crowd raised her 
hand and told Dubus he actually 
fought with her brother, “Really, 
who was he?” Dubus questioned. 

The woman declined to answer 
and said, “He is not with us any- 
more, yeah he got into really bad 


— 


Anna Barthiewicz Photo 


Andre Dubus Ill, pictured above is signing a copy of 


his memoir “Townie”. 
things.” 

The woman started crying and 
Dubus said, “We'll talk about it 
after.” 

Dubus told everyone how he 
was on the his way to prison, getting 
killed or killing someone else, but 


Dubus _ straightened out, and 
describes himself as “One of the 
lucky ones.” 

If you are interested in learning 
more about Dubus’ tale pick up a 
copy of his book “Townie.” 


Page 2 NECC Observer April 27, 2011 


Signs of spring 
and more 


April is drawing to a close 
and May is fast approaching. It’s 
that magic time when the flowers 
emerge, the sun comes back out 
properly and the whole world 
seems to get a bit brighter. The 
bears are coming out of hiberna- 
tion and soon the birds will 
return from their winter hiatus. 
Of course this all means that 
finals will soon be upon us. 

Sometimes it's hard to 
remember that the world outside 
is blooming anew as we all 
reread and review our notes with 
the knowledge that finals are 
ominously looming on the hori- 
zon. True, exams will swiftly 
overtake us in less than two 
weeks time, but remember that 
after the harrowing comes 
accomplishment. 


Remember to get plenty of 


sleep, take time to study method- 


practice. The end of the semester 
can be a stressful time especially 
when a final grade in a class 
means the difference between 
early graduation and 
semesters keeping you held back. 

Don't get flustered and 
remember it's okay to take a 
break from studying for five or 
ten minutes to stretch your legs a 
bit. 

Above all else keep your fires 
under control, use a day planner 
and follow your personal sched- 
ule. 

If you have a big project due 
at the end of semester don’t put it 
off until the night before. 

The advance warning your 
instructor gave you is there 
specifically to let you work a lit- 
tle at a time, some one day and 
more the next. 

Allow your end of the semes- 


extra 


ically and practice, practice, ter project to evolve and grow 
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While we attempt to publish all letters, 
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The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 


YOU'RE 
FIRED! 


BY RICK INGHAM AND 


and you'll find the extra germi- 
nation will produce something as 
pleasing and fragrant as the flow- 
ers growing outside your win- 
dow, 


Soon itll be summer, time 


Ro 


for beaches and vacations. We at 
the Observer recommend camp- 
ing. Everyone should take the 
time to get back in touch with 
nature. 

Get around a fire with family 


g Reporter 


XANTHIAS WATSON 


Observer Staff Cartoonist 
make smores, 
and swap campfire stories. 

We want to encourage you to 
have fun times under a pitched 
tent in the middle of the woods. 
Beware of bears. 


or close friends, 


Would you pay an extra 
dollar per credit for another 


shuttle bus? 


Mackenzie Griffin 
Nursing 
“Yes. I take the bus from 
Newburyport. I don’t have 


any classes in Lawrence, but 
I will eventually.” 


Alex Logan 
Elementary Education 


“T would because 
I take the shuttle.” 


Jackie Curdo 
Labratory Science 


“Yes. It doesn’t effect me, 
but that doesn’t mean it 
won't effect me later.” 


Photos/Interviews by Rick Ingham 


—_ 
Kyle Hudson 
General Studies 


“Yeah, half the time 
you can’t even get 
on a shuttle.” 


No (31%) 


31 students were 
surveyed on the 
Haverhill Campus 
between 12pm and 1pm 


Nathan Brudnick 
General Studies 


“I'd pay up to $15.” 
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Balance budgets, not bombers 


The case for a 
businessman for the 


«GOP nomination 


By Rick INGHAM 
Opinion Editor 


Y 


The office 
of President’s 
of the United 
States has 
proven in the 
past to be the 
domain of 
lawyers and 
military veter- 
ans. The office has seen its fair 
share of farmers, a writer or two, 


even a tailor and a Hollywood 
actor, but the majority of our presi- 
dents have come from a legal or 
combat background (In case you're 
wondering, the number is 79 per- 
cent, thirty-five out of a total forty- 
four). Beginning in 1981 with the 
election of George H. W. Bush, the 
country became acquainted with 
the idea of a business man in the 
white house. As history will tell 
you, after Bush Sr. we had another 
lawyer, followed by another busi- 
nessman (snicker), and followed by 
another lawyer who we all know as 
our current president, Barack 
Obama. 

As 2012 creeps closer and clos- 
er, the potential candidates for pres- 
ident are coming out of the wood- 
work. President Obama will run for 
re-election as the Democratic 
incumbent so the focus is on the 
Republicans, who must produce an 
opponent that can take on the face 
of hope and change. Though no 
official selections have been made, 
several individuals have stepped 
forward with exploratory commit- 
tees to test the waters of running for 
president as the Republican candi- 
date, foremost in notoriety among 
them are businessmen Mitt Romney 
and Donald Trump. So, with the 
economy still hurting and a 
Republican party looking to take 
advantage of a house majority, 
should the GOP go with another 
business man? 

My short answer is yes, but that 


The shuttle needs your su 


A call to action for 
supporters of the pro- 
shuttle campaign 


By SHANE FOLEY 
Correspondent 


I’m sure most of you are famil- 
iar with the lobby in C building, 
where it seems like there’s always a 
group of people standing in front of 
the door playing angry birds with 
usually bored, mundane expres- 
sions. These people aren’t loitering 
because they enjoy the scenery. 


hardly passes for an answer these 
days. Let's take a look at why I 
think a background in business 
would help the presidency. Before | 
get started, I want to point out that 
I am a moderate independent. I 
think each party has good ideas that 
I agree with and bad ideas that I 
think are not helpful. For instance, I 
like the idea of military funding 
and allowing homosexuals to serve 
without hiding their sexual orienta- 
tion. For me, though, the govern- 
ment has a responsibility to its peo- 
ple to promote growth and prosper- 
ity and, for lack of a better term, fix 
things if they break. 

Right now things are broken. 
Unemployment is still hovering 
over 8.5 percent and the national 
debt is over 14 trillion dollars. If 
the nation were a company, it 
would be a financial disaster. If 
there were ever a time for someone 
with business savvy to be elected to 
the presidency, now would be that 
time. I know there's not a magic 
wand that the president can wave to 
make all the bad things go away, 
but someone financially minded 
can certainly work to fix the prob- 
lems that put America in its current 
position. 

Back in 2008 the voters were 
given the choice between either a 
lawyer or a military veteran. Is 
there any guess why things haven't 
changed since then? If they have 
changed they have changed for the 
worse, the government approved 
massive bailouts and dug itself 
deeper into debt. Recently the gov- 
ernment was on the verge of a shut- 
down because members. of 
Congress couldn't agree on a budg- 
et. The whole system has proved to 
be a jumbled mess where every- 
thing boils down to a competition 
between the red team and the blue 
team. 

That brings us back to the can- 
didates for the Republican nomina- 
tion, Donald Trump the superstar 


real estate tycoon and Mitt 
Romney, former governor of 
Massachusetts. 


Donald Trump is easily recog- 
nized for his hit television show 
The Apprentice, but he's been in the 


They’re there because they’re wait- 
ing for the shuttle. é 

There are two shuttles running 
at 15 minute intervals. Still some 
people get seats, and some people 
don’t. Those who don’t are the ones 
you see on their cell phones, yelling 
at the top of their lungs because 
now they have to wait for alterna- 
tive transportation. 

These people are fed up with 
this, and they need your help. 

Today, Wednesday, April 27, 
there is going to be a day where the 
victims of the inadequate shuttle 
system can voice their opinion. A 
public forum is going to be held in 


_ MCT Campus photo 


With both Mitt Romney and Donald Trump potentially vying for the Republican 
nomination, the decision may come down to who has better hair. 


news a lot as he makes the rounds 
talking up the idea of bidding for 
the Republican nomination. He's 
been very vocal on the idea that the 
United States is not as well respect- 
ed as it once was and is certainly 
not as financially secure. He would 
work to change that focusing on 
foreign policy and fiscal responsi- 
bility. He certainly has the charisma 
to sway voters, always talking a big 
talk even if his walk may have had 
some early stumbles. Trump seems 
to learn from his failures and 
claims to be worth 5 billon dollars. 

. Whether he is really a billion- 
aire or not, what impresses me 
about Trump is the way he presents 
himself. He passes in an interview 
as strong, in control, and intelli- 
gent. Several times he has men- 
tioned being required to open his 
expenses for inspection and says he 
has no problem with sharing the 
details of his success with the pub- 
lic. The thing that worries me about 
“The Donald” is his attitude 
towards running for president. 
There are a lot of people speculat- 
ing that all this candidacy talk is 
just a publicity stunt, if that is the 


Lecture Hall A in the C building. 

In this forum, starting at noon, 
there will be a representative from 
NECC who will listen to student 
complaints with the shuttle service, 
OThere will also be a vote on 
whether the shuttle system should 
be changed. 

This representative is going to 
make a decision based on how 
many people attend the forum voic- 
ing their concerns for the students 
affected by the current shuttle sys- 
tem. There needs to be as much stu- 
dent support as possible for a favor- 
able outcome. 

I spoke with Tom Kennedy, a 


case, how can Trump be taken seri- 
ously if he's willing to go to such 
lengths just to stir up some buzz. 
Trump would be a tough candidate 
to face, though, if he were success- 
ful in living up to everything that 
he says. 

Mitt Romney should be a famil- 
iar name, hearkening back to 2002 
when he was elected Governor of 
Massachusetts and 2008 when he 
first tried for the Republican nomi- 
nation for president. Romney 
comes from a family of politicians, 
but his strength lies in the private 
sector. Before being elected as 
Governor, Romney oversaw the 
Winter Olympics in Salt Lake City 
and took an operation that was 
stalling and turned it around elimi- 
nating over three hundred million 
dollars in operating deficits and 
successfully organizing 
23,000 volunteers. Even before the 
Olympics Romney worked with a 
management-consulting firm as 
vice president and after leaving to 
form an investing branch, returned 
as an interim CEO to help the firm 
weather its financial turmoil. As 
governor of Massachusetts, 


over 


member of Students for a 
Democratic Society (SDS) and 
according to him, the school will 
get at least one other shuttle if we 
agree to a $1 per credit increase in 
tuition. 

If you think of all the people 
who attend NECC and the number 
of credits they’re earning, this poli- 
icy would produce a figure that 
would make David Ortiz’s salary 
look normal. 

Now I’m sure some of you are 
thinking, why should I pay a buck 
for a small amount of people, 
specifically, not me? 

If you think about it, this bene- 


Romney turned a three billion dol- 
lar deficit into a seven hundred mil- 
lion dollar surplus without raising 
taxes. Clearly the man knows how 
to fix things financially. I am wor- 
ried that any attempt to get the 
Republican nomination will result 
in a repeat of 2008 Romney is cer- 
tainly another charismatic young 
candidate, I would equate him to 
John F. Kennedy, as a driven young 
politician trying to accomplish 
something extraordinary. With 
Kennedy it was the moon, with 
Romney it’s a moon-sized pile of 
debt. 

When it comes time for the 
Republican party to choose its can- 
didate the pessimist in me says the 
party will resort to the age-old 
method of choosing a lawyer or 
military veteran, but it is always 
nice to think that there is a possibil- 
ity that someone financially 
responsible could be elected presi- 
dent. If 1 have to balance my budg- 
et and pass up things that I want to 
do, it's only right that the govern- 
ment act just as responsibly. A busi- 
nessman in the White House would 
surely help that happen. 


port 


fits us all. First of all, more shuttles 
means less carpooling. Second, if 
more people take a shuttle, as 
opposed to their own car, there will 
be a reduction of pollution. There is 
also talk. of having the surplus 
money from the dollar raise to go to 
making NECC more green. 

If you care about the environ- 
ment and don’t like dying or being 
sick from pollution, you should 
support this. April 27 is the date. 
Lecture Hall A in C building at 
noon for half an hour. Be there! 
Improving the shuttle system is a 
cause that affects all of us. 
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The shuttle lobbyists 
aren t the only people 
with an opinion 


By Hore M. Hunt 
Copy Editor 


Dear NECC student body: 

I have an announcement - nay, a 
DECLARATION - to make, regarding 
the recent shuttle bus campaign. If I 
see another cardboard cutout of a bus 
I'll transform it into confetti and toss it 
festively into the nearest recycling bin 
(remember, this semester's theme is 
Going Green!). Cardboard cutout 
wielding fiends, your persistence is, at 
this point, no longer admirable. 

It's obnoxious. . 

Additionally, your sentiments are 
not shared by the entire student body. 

Previous issues of “The Observer” 
have given proponents of the shuttle 
bus campaign a forum in which to voice 
their opinion unopposed but that does 
not mean opposition does not exist. 

It would be lovely to increase the 
number of shuttle buses and improve 
the quality of the current shuttle servic- 
es, but upgrading the current services 
would not come without costs. 

This isn't a question of whether it 
would be good to have more shuttles. 
It's a question of whether we, as stu- 
dents, as a college, can afford it. Will the 
funds required to improve the current 
state of the shuttle bus system material- 
ize in thin air? No. 

The pending proposal, suggests an 
increase of fees on a cost-per-credit 
basis. Requiring all students to finance a 
service that most do not use is tyranny. 

Students are being rallied to sup- 
port this c: aign as proponents are 
force-feeding them all the rewards of 
improving the shuttle bus system and 
aptly omitting the costs. 

Tommy Corbett, the chair of 
Student Affairs, said “Everybody needs 
to be educated on the facts so they can 
make an educated decision whether 
they are for it [shuttle bus] or against it.” 
I couldn't agree more. 

Currently, NECC provides inter- 
campus travel from the Lawrence cam- 
pus to the Haverhill campus and vice 
versa free of charge with two 12-pas- 


Those 


Is the internet 
affecting our ability 
to socialize? 


By JACOB KRUSHWITZ 
Correspondent 


Whether logging on _ to 
Facebook or watching videos on 
YouTube, young people seem to 
spend a lot of time online. For 
some, it’s manageable. 

They are able to go on and go 
off and go about their daily lives. 
There are a few, though, that have a 
harder time taking their eyes off 
their monitor. 

There are different reasons why 
eyes are glued. For some, it is 
because their social skills are not 
quite as developed as others and the 
internet provides social interac- 
tions. 

The internet gives these people 
free reign to act like anyone they 
want to be. 

Then, there are people that 
voice opinions that are contrary to 
popular beliefs. These people are 
called “Trolls.” 

Then there are people who 
argue against the trolls and tell them 
how they are wrong. 

These people are called trolls 
too because they could just ignore 


Observer Staff Photo 


These seemingly innocuous vans have become the 
focus of an obnoxious campus political movement. 


senger shuttles (11 students and one 
driver) each running eight trips per day, 
transporting a total of 88 students 
(roundtrip) when meeting their maxi- 
mum capacity, which accounts for 
about one percent of NECC's total stu- 
dent population - hardly a majority. 
The distance between the two cam- 
puses is approximately 12 miles, mak- 
ing a roundtrip approximately 24 miles. 
If the 12-passenger van gets about 
17 miles per gallon (an unrealistic and 
generous estimate) and current gas 
prices stagnate at $3.79 per gallon, the 
roundtrip from Haverhill to Lawrence 
would cost about $5.35 in gas, which is 
about $43 total at the end of the day, this 
is a figure we can expect to rise in con- 
junction with the increase in gas prices. 
$43 dollars a day for gas isn't a big 
expenditure but when coupled with the 
driver's wages (of which the national 
average is about $11 per hour), and the 
costs of insurance and vehicle mainte- 
nance, the shuttle buses are a pricey 


service, benefiting a mere six percent of 


the student body. 

NECC currently spends $87,500 a 
year on the shuttle buses, however, 
shuttle bus proponents. say that is not 
enough. 

Shuttle bus proponents, even if the 
fleet of shuttle buses were doubled, 
those utilizing the services would 


arn ki 


the other trolls but they choose to 
dive into an argument just to prove 
that they are right. 

Arguing online may feel like 
social interaction to some people, 
but would they act this way in real 
life? 

Another reason why eyes are 
glued is that the internet is enter- 
taining. 

Today, the internet is what tele- 
vision used to be. Remember the 
television, that thing in the living 
rgom that looks like a computer 
monitor? 

TV used to entertain us; it was 
the source of entertainment in the 
house. There were shows to watch, 
things to see and if what you were 
seeing wasn’t what you wanted to 
watch, you could just change the 
channel. 

Then the internet came along. It 
proved a vast source of entertaining 


videos, references, “memes, news 
and other people’s opinions 
You missed a TV show last 


night; no problem, it’s on the inter- 
net. Don’t know what your cowork- 
ers are talking about on celebrity 
news? 

No worries, it is on the internet. 
Not to mention all the forums, blogs 
or chat rooms 

Some people. don’t feel comfort- 
able around other people because 
they get nervous about how other 


account for a small percentage of the 
student body, which is, again, hardly a 
majority. 

Why should 94 percent of the stu- 
dent body be financially obligated to 
transport not only themselves to classes, 
but pitch in to pay for someone else's 
trip as well? 

Recent proposals concerning the 
shuttle bus suggest a $1 per credit 
increase in tuition. Full-time students 
taking four courses will end up paying 
an additional $12 to finance a service 
they may never use. 

Additionally, according to the rider- 
ship statistics from September 2010 to 
February 2011, the average number of 
riders is approximately 56 percent of 
the shuttle's maximum capacity. The six 
percent of students who could benefit 
from using the shuttles don't use its 
services to the fullest. 

OIf anything the numbers suggest 
shuttle services should be decreased, 
and not increased at every student's 
expense. 

Students, you've heard the com- 
plaints from shuttle bus users and now 
you've heard statistics. Please make an 
educated decision weighing the rewards 
and the costs. 


The changing 
landscape of media 
won t kill good art 


By THOMAS SHAMMA 
Assistant Opinion Editor 


I won't say that art is a dying indus- 
try. I'm not quite that nalve and apoca- 
lyptic. But in the current entertainment 
climate, especially after the advent of 
the intemet, nobody is certain what's 
coming. 

Just about every medium has 
endured some sort of economic revolu- 
tion in the last decade, most of them still 
going on. 

Publishing is coping with the 
advent of e-readers. Film has jumped 
through more format swapping hoops 
than any other medium has in as short a 
span of time. The music industry is, 
well, not coping exactly, but certainly 
dealing with a radical change in the 
very concept of the product they're sell- 
ing. ; 

Partially as a result of that, in most 
creative fields, it's getting harder to 
make a living. Per-word standard rates 
for fiction haven't gone up in decades, 
so against inflation short fiction and 
poetry are already unrealistic profes- 
sions. The best paying fiction work a 
writer can get these days is screenwrit- 
ing, and that's almost entirely deperson- 
alized, usually involving several un- 
credited writers fleshing out the details 
of a plot that has been pre-developed by 
a committee. 

The financially viable options for 
pursuing art right now consist largely of 
producing hyper-homogenized, bland, 
might-as-well-not-be work for the max- 
imum possible audience draw. 

Like I said, I'm not being apocalyp- 
tic here. I don't think a society can cope 
without the arts, and | don't think it can 
possibly get too bad before something 
happens that springs things in the other 
direction. 

I'd love to say that I'm hoping to see 
more social support of the arts come 
along, but I seriously doubt that’s going 
to happen in this country. It would 
require a major cultural shift -- an 


explicit acknowledgement in the 
American consciousness that art is, by 
its own right, a vital and important part 
of life; something Americans habitual- 
ly refuse to acknowledge - at least, 
enough Americans that you could never 
pass meaningful artistic support in 
Congress. 

Much more likely is the continua- 
tion and acceleration of the existing 
trend toward cultural splintering. Even 
now we see fewer and fewer universal- 
ly known cultural icons, movements, 
works and memes. We're going to see 
even more of the kind of splintering and 
subgrouping we already see around 
Trekkies, sports fans, Evangelicals and 
pop culture fans. 

It's already apparent that America 
no longer has a single cultural cannon, 
but now instead has a small handful of 
sub-universal groups. If you watch 
Family Guy, odds are good that nearly 
everyone you know watches Family 
Guy, at least often enough to get most of 
the in-jokes, and you might not even 
realize that you're a bit alienated from 
huge portions of our culture that simply 
don't. 

I'm not convinced this is a bad 
thing, either. We live in a huge and var- 
ied society, with broad tastes, frequent- 
ly conflicting values, motives, and 
empathies. The splintering of our cul- 
ture makes room for individual artists to 
make a living creating relatively fringe 
art that speaks much more deeply to a 
much smaller group. This is, in fact, 
essentially the webcomics business 
model, and, more broadly, what Indie 
music strives for. 

But we need to be conscious of it, 
because the danger of splintering into 
subcultures is that it makes it easier to 
dehumanize and ignore members of the 
various out-groups. It’s already a major 
problem in our mass media, but we will 
still, for quite some time, need to be 
able to cooperate enough to co-govern a 
single nation in order to accommodate 
all of us. 

No one group has a right to impose 
their cultural cannon on another, but 
historically, the conventions of govern- 
ing have assumed that the people occu- 
pying the same space are living in the 
same culture. This may no longer be 
true, and we need to be prepared to cope 
with it. 


s and their wobstites 


people would see them. They get 
self-conscious. The internet allows 
them to be themselves. 

They don’t have to worry about 
what others will think about them 
because they don’t have to reveal 
their identity. They are like Cyrano 
de Bergerac. 

People can fall in love with their 
words, but they are not visible. 
These people should be trying to be 
more open in public. Instead, they 
are in front of their computer 
screens, alone. 

A major problem here is the iso- 
lation issue. Because,- while these 
people think they are being social 
and talking to all these other people, 
what is really going on is that they 
are sitting at home by themselves. 

What happens when they are 
forced to face the ‘real’ world? 

All the people playing online 
game, talking on facebook, watch- 
ing internet videos, how do they 
deal with real life? 

Do they even try? Are they in 
trouble and isolating themselves as 
a way of escape? 

That is only a temporary solu- 
tion and some time you will have to 
come crashing back down to earth 

The real reality is like this quote 
I saw in a video. “In this game you 
only get one life.” If it doesn’t look 
like you are living, see if you need 
some help. 


WOBSITE . 


ABOUT IT IN 


My Hosesy: 
MISPRONOUNCING WORDS 


YEAH, DID YOU SEE WHAT HE 
SAID ON HIS WOBSITE? 
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.. HIS WHAT? 


... | THINK YOU 


www.xked_com 
The advent of new technology offers a wide range of 


new and exciting things to waste time. 
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A safe haven Jolly Old England 


NECCS Gay Straight 
Alliance place of refuge 


By ROXANNE RODRIGUEZ 
Correspondent 


It is upsetting how we still struggle with our 
civil rights and liberties as a nation. The gay, les- 
bian, bi-sexual and transgender communities are 
fighting a war within their own country, the so- 
called “land of the free.” Where is their freedom 
when their rights are being violated under bogus 
laws? Gay children are bullied in school because 
they can't help being who they are, and young 
adults are harassed and abused because they love 
someone of the same sex. Here in the United 
States they are treated with plastic gloves as 
though they are diseased. It's a great shame and 
it's deeply troubling to believe that after so many 
years, and so many revolutionary milestones, we 
are still here at a standstill when it comes to the 
LGBT community. 

At Northem Essex Community College we 
pride ourselves on having a safe haven for gay, 
lesbian, bi-sexual and transgender students. The 
Gay Straight Alliance has made it easy for the 
LGBT community, at the college, to feel safe and 
have a place to interact and build friendships with 
people with similar interests and lifestyles. I asked 
Professor Isabelle Gagne, psychology professor 
and faculty advisor to the GSA, how she first 
became involved with the organization, 

“I became involved with the GSA three years 
ago when I became a full-time faculty. Basically, 
there hadn't been a GSA for two to three years. 
They knew I was a psychology professor and they 
were looking for someone to be the GSA advisor, 
so it was a perfect fit. We built the GSA from noth- 
ing, we had no funds and student services couldn't 
give us any money because we were a new club, even 
though we had been in existence before. 

There were two students, Mischa Kossodo 
and Ethan Santiago, who became the founders 
when we started the GSA three years ago and we 
just built from there. At first we had five members 
and now we have a lot more events going on to 
attract new members. 

We have the ‘Day of Silence’, the ‘Coming out 
Panels’ as well as 'For the Bible Tells me so' with 
the Haverhill Universalist Church. So we're grow- 
ing and I think the campus is becoming friendlier, 
they know we're here and we try to raise aware- 
ness with all sorts of events.” 

“Hopefully it will move forward,” Professor 
Gagne said, speaking of her expectations for the 
future of the GSA, “You know it's challenging 
because students are transient and we never know 
how many we are going to recruit. I'm hoping 
we'll recruit more students and continue to raise 
awareness on campus so that we can maintain a 
friendly environment.” 

In 1974 the first bill to address sexual orientation 
discrimination was debated in Congress, 20 years later 
in 1994 the Employment Non-Discrimination Act 
(ENDA) was introduced. This bill was proposed in 
order to help the LGBT community fight against dis- 
crimination in the work place. Unfortunately it has 
come up for vote three times and has been defeated on 
each occasion. Now, gay, lesbian, and transgender cit- 
izens in thirty-eight states can be fired because of their 
sexual orientation. 

Members of the GSA spoke on the difficulties 
they face as part of the LGBT community. One 
transgender student, who asked-to remain anony- 
mous, said, “It feels kind of like a lion stuck in a 
mouse's body. I'm overcome with the feeling of 
inferiority.” When asked when she planned on 
transitioning from female to male she added, “I've 
actually already started. I'm already binding my 
breasts with a binder which is black and looks like 
a vest that I wear undemeath my shirt.” On her 
parent's reaction, she said, “I actually wrote a 
coming out letter to my mother. I gave it to her 
when she dropped me off at work. She told our 
family and just thinks it's only a phase and that I 
will always seem female to her.” When asked if 
she feared the transition process she answered, 


“Yeah, I'm fearful of losing my job and being 
completely unaccepted by my family. Right now 
they are just in denial. For the losing my job part, 
that's why we're trying to pass a law that makes it 
discriminatory to fire someone like me for being 
transgender. For that reason I'm not out at work. 
My mom works there too and asked me not to 
come out to them.” This is just one person's strug- 
gle to be accepted in today's society as a member 
of the LGBT community with her feelings of infe- 
niority because of her need to transition. 

It's repulsive to read about the many anti-gay 
groups that speak out against the LGBT commu- 
nity and how they will pollute communities and 
family values. With shows like the Bachelor and 
Who Wants to Marry a Millionaire, the LGBT 
community is slapped in the face with the 
hypocrisy of the claim that their opponents are 
protecting the sanctity of marriage. Members of 
the LGBT community live lives that aren't any 
different from yours. The cars they drive aren't 
any different from yours, and the food they eat 
isn't any different from yours. 

It's difficult to understand what threat gay 
marriage poses to society. 92 percent of Iowans 
said legalizing same sex marriage had no direct 
effect on their lives. But Iowan lobbyists may still 
appeal to overturn the Supreme Court's decision 
to allow it. In the state of Maine, the anti-LGBT 
forces led by Maine's Roman Catholic Church, 
the National Organization for Marriage, and 
Focus on the Family, successfully repealed the 
measure. Opponents claimed 53 percent of the 
popular vote. 

Not all is bad new, though. The Fair, 
Accurate, Inclusive and Respectful Education 
Act, or SB48, may have a big impact nationwide. 
A bill in California, which mimics the bill previ- 
ously vetoed “by then-Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, was approved and passed into 
law by the state's Senate Judiciary Committee. 
This bill is aimed at incorporating LGBT informa- 
tion in textbooks to educate children early on and 
help prevent bullying and other maltreatments. 
This is a milestone, but we are still swimming 
against the current with critics that say that SB48 
is trying to brainwash students into becoming pro- 
gay political activists. 

Ali Halloumi, a newcomer to the group said, 
“Well I was just coming to the Haverhill campus to 
check things out seeing as I've never really taken any 
classes here, all of my classes are based at the 
Lawrence campus. I'm a business transfer major. I 
wanted to get more integrated in the school so I 
thought the best way to do that was to take a few more 
classes here at the Haverhill campus seeing as it seems 
to be more like a college vibe. Part of the process of 
getting integrated, I feel, is checking out the organiza- 
tions and resources that a school has to offer. And, 1, 
being totally proud of who I am and what I'stand for 
it seemed only natural that I come and I check out the 
Gay Straight Alliance at NECC. I've never actually 
attended any meeting for any Gay Straight Alliance 
before so it's a new experience all around and I'm real- 
ly excited. I'm looking forward to seeing what | can 
learn from the GSA as a newcomer.” 

It is said that people fear what they don't 
understand, so we must make it our mission to 
educate ourselves and others in order to help 
relieve the world of human suffering. 

These are just a few examples of a day in the 
life of an ‘undesirable,’ but remember history tells 
of slaves escaping along the underground railroad, 
Jews condemned to death because of their sup- 
posed racial inferiority, Africans killed by their 
own people, Haitians killed by their neighboring 
country and so many other atrocities humanity has 
committed and endured. This is just another injus- 
tice. 

Recently many students showed support and 
participated in the official “Day of Silence” and 
they took part in the movement against bullying 
with the sound of silence. These students used 
their silence to bring attention to the problem of 
harassment targeting gay, lesbian, bisexual, and 
transgender people, April 15, 2011. It was a great 
success. 


By RICK INGHAM 
Opinion Editor 


There’s been an awful lot of buzz concern- 
ing the upcoming marriage of England’s Prince 
William to his fiance Kate Middleton. The tele- 
vision magazines and social media websites 
have been broadcasting details about the pro- 
ceedings for the past few weeks. 

As a proud descendant of English ancestry 
[ve always possessed a mild interest in the 
goings-on across the pond. But lately I’ve found 
all of the coverage rather uninteresting. 

It’s hard for me to contribute to the debate 
on Twitter over whether the royal wedding will 
be a #royalmess or #royalsuccess. 

Why? Partly because I still haven’t forgiven 
them for a little thing called The Boston 
Massacre! 241 years ago British troops fired 
into a group of unarmed citizens, killing five 
people. And that’s just the beginning of the 
atrocities. The British went on to fight a war on 
the side of tyranny that ultimately claimed the 
lives of eight thousand brave and honorable 
American lives. 

Granted, the British have become one of 
America’s greatest allies, helping repel German 
aggression in World War I and taking the brunt 
of the punishment against Nazi forces during 
World War II, but despite all of the aid and good 
will they have provided against the enemies of 
freedom, it was still they who forcibly wrestled 
land from native inhabitants the world over. It’s 
common knowledge that England was 
unashamed of it’s monstrous imperialism. 

So when I hear raucous blathering about who is 
coming to the royal wedding and what the soon-to-be 
princess will be wearing I have to bite my tongue arid 
remember that they are a mere shadow of the culture 
destroying monster that they were. 

Let them have their wedding with all of the 
fanfare and acclaim. I’ll be the one with the 
American flag, remembering what they did. 


By THOMAS SHAMMA 
Assistant Opinion Editor 


It’s been over 200 years since America 
achieved its independence from the British 
monarchy, and for a long time following we 
enjoyed a meaningful and profound separation. 

In that time, we were able to grow as a cul- 
ture, as a people, as a civilization. We made 
extraordinary achievements, and, for a time, led 
the world in science, politics and culture. 

But the royal wedding approaching has 
flared up that old nostalgia which has become 
more and more common in the past decades. 
However hard we fought for our independence, 
there is in the American spirit still a yearning 
for the comfort of royalty. 

And now, nearly 235 years since we sepa- 
rated from our mother nation, we may finally be 
ready to return. 

The royalty itself offers the perfect example 
of the benefits of a constitutional monarchy 
over our system of government. Of the many 
strengths our government offers, it suffers from 
one fundamental flaw which the British empire, 
especially the colonies, dodges. 

In America, the figurehead of the country is 
the person actually in charge. 

This vital flaw, a flaw shared by England at 
the time of our secession, results in the gravest 
excesses of politics and the most dangerous 
whims of national policy. In the eighteenth 
century, it was a great inconvenience. In the 
twenty-first, it is a risk to the survival of the 
species. 

America has access to nuclear weapons. 
We have a capacity to pollute on a catastrophic 
level. We can wage wars more devastating than 
any in history, and the technologies necessary 
to maintain our complex society make room for 
far more encompassing damage to be caused by 
simple poor management. 

It is simply unreasonable and mresponsible to 
charge the same person with both the jobs of manag- 
ing these difficult problems, and the job of smiling and 
waving and being the face of the country. 

I suggest we turn that job back over to the 
Queen. 
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NECC. 
student 


Continued from Page 1 


The study program was 
brought to light by his German 
class professor, Joe Guy. Dwyer 
said the application process was 
quite a fask: resume, letter of 
intent, and several letters of rec- 
ommendation from teachers and 
employers, and phone 
views. 

“It was very stressful. I'm the 
only one who actually applied in 
his class, and actually got it.” 
and he said it was worth it. 

All of Dwyer's high school 
summers were spent in Boston as 
a tutor to young kids. Here is 
where he really became interest- 
ed in teaching. 

Dwyer also never actually 
learned a foreign language in 
high school. The program 
requires only one semester of the 
language, but it is expected that 
the student does very well. 

After the program ends and 
he makes his return in late 
August, he will return to NECC 
to finish his schooling, then he 
will transfer to a four year col- 
lege. In the end, he sees himself 
as a Foreign Service Officer, a 
career that requires living abroad 
representing the United States. 
There's no question that this 
summer will get him there soon- 
er rather than later. 


inter- 


News 


Photo program pending 
after administrative veto 


Continued from Page 1 


Ward said he does not believe 
photography would be appropriate at 
NECC as a stand-alone program and 
he has compiled student statistical 
information over the past five years 
demonstrating what he believes to be 
support for the program. 

“Some students have gone into 
the profession as independent con- 
tractors but most of our success sto- 
ries are the students who have been 
accepted/transferred on to four-year 
programs,” he said. 

Comparatively, he says two-year 
schools do not typically offer a stand- 
alone photography program. The one 
exception to this is a vocational 
degree, he said, but is typically 
offered by certificate schools. 

Glenn also said the program 
needs to demonstrate student demand 
and support in order to make the 
addition viable with any required 
additional costs. 

This explanation, however, was 
given to Ward three months after the 
veto, on March 23 by Dean of his 
Department, Sue Grolnic. Grolnic 
said more information was required 
on the program due to concerns over 


job placement, and the growth rate of 


the photography department. 

Ward said in this three-month 
period he was not able to receive 
feedback as to why the option was 
not approved. 

Ward says he also questions the 
transparency of the decision, because 
it was announced unexpectedly, not 
in accordance with the written, step- 
by-step approval process given to 
faculty by the Academic Affairs 


Committee. The announcement was 
made publically at the Academic 
Affairs Committee by Grace Young, 
who when the program was being 
raised for discussion, apologetically 
announced Glenn decided not to pro- 
ceed with the program. 

George Meledinskas is the griev- 
ance coordinator for the 
Massachusetts Community College 
Council, the teachers’ union at 
NECC. The union deals with griev- 
ance procedures pertaining to con- 
tract violations and therefore has not 
been involved thus far. Nevertheless, 
Medeldinskas has been speaking with 
Ward since the veto occurred. 

Meledinskas said the veto was 
“strange, because [it is] not the typi- 
cal process.” 

And “I think the problem stems 
from because Biff was getting what 
looked like approval from Sue 
Grolnic along the way... We don't 
work on [potential program] without 
our dean's approval,” he said. 

There was, however, a transition 
in deans between the initial approval 
process and the time Ward was 
informed the program was declined. 
Beth Wilcoxson previously stated in 
an e-mail in June to Allan Hislop, 
Young, Grolnic and others, “This has 
been a long time in development, and 
I am happy to sign off with my full 
support before my tenure as assistant 
dean ends.” 

Medelinskas also stated that he 
believed it was never conveyed to 
Biff that there was need for a stand- 
alone program. 

“Most of us, when we do a new 
program, we try and do an option,” 
he said. ; 


The approval process lists a spe- 
cific series of specific approval sig- 
natures required before the Vice 
President of Academic Affairs ulti- 
mately signs his approval and sub- 
mits it to the president, according to 
the Program Proposal Form written 
by the Academic Affairs Comittee. 
These signatures, including the 
approval of client computing servic- 
es, the library, academic advising and 
required deans of the area, are 
required before it moves onto the 
next phase in the approval process. 

Ward said he was under the 
impression he had received all the 
required signatures when the propos- 
al progressed to be reviewed by the 
Academic Affairs Committee on 
Nov. 16. 

At this point, the Vice President 
of Academic Affairs can review the 
proposal before it is sent to the 
Academic Affairs committee. Glenn 
did not provide any feedback in this 
time period and it was sent to the 
Academic Affairs Committee, 
according to Ward. 

This is the process given for fac- 
ulty on the NECC -website, and was 
the process given to Ward that report- 
edly had been followed up until the 
point of the veto. 

“Once you start the process it 
seems reasonable to follow that 
process through,” Medelinskas said. 
“Academic Affairs should have a real 
question about this... and I think they 
do.” 

The Chair of the Academic 
Affairs Committee Allan Hislop, stat- 
ed in an interview that this protocol 
was written according to how things 
functioned at the time. Because it is 


not out of the All College Genera 
Assembly Charter, it is subject tc 
change. 

“Our current process, is ... W 
would like to go in with a proposa 
we know he (the VP of Academi 
Affairs) is going to sign off on... soi 
there is something to negotiate, let's 
do it up front,” he said. . 

However, according to the NECC 
website, this form details the step-by: 
step program approval process an 
no formal change has been made t 
the protocol since 2010, the tim 
when Ward began the process. 

Hislop also said he believes th 
pending approval comes down t 
enrollment numbers and asked 
“Does [the current enrollment] justif 
the concentration?” 

In a second phone interview wit 
the Observer, Glenn said, “It's no 
just about making sure that we hav 
enough students, it's also making sur 
that those students have some whe 
to go.” 

“On the student end of things w 
would need the demonstration tha’ 
sufficient students are interested,” 
and the proven demand from four 
year colleges, Glenn said. 

Glenn also said there could be 
potential meeting arranged betwee 
Ward, Grolnic and himself in the nea 
future. 

The day after giving this state} 
ment, Medelinskas confirmed Glen 
set up a meeting between Grolnic and 
Ward to discuss the pending program 

This will be the first direct corre4 
spondence between Ward and Glenn 
discussing the program. 
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National News 


Obama pushing long- 
term deficit plans, 
public still looks for 
short-term gains 


LOS ANGELES (AP) 
President Barack Obama came to 
the West Coast looking to sell a 
long-term plan for reducing the 
nation's deficit. But he couldn't 
escape the reality that many 
Americans are still waiting for 
short-term solutions to their eco- 
nomic problems, from persistent 
unemployment to the crippled 
housing-market. 

Voters. in California and 
Nevada did express both an inter- 
est and an understanding about the 
need for deficit reduction. Yet they 
made clear that the economic 
recovery that's given Washington 
lawmakers the space to start dis- 
cussing longer-term fiscal matters 
still hasn't fully taken hold in ways 
that are meaningful to them. 

Obama long has said he knows 
the economic recovery hasn't come 
to many parts of the country. But as 
he shifts into re-election mode, his 
challenge will be to show the pub- 
lic that he's still focused on issues 
like job creation, even as the con- 
versation in Washington changes to 
how to bring down the nation's 
massive debt. 

An audience member at 
Obama's town hall meeting at 
Facebook headquarters in Palo 
Alto, Calif., on Wednesday aptly 
summarized how the shift in eco- 
nomic emphasis looks ‘to the pub- 
lic. 

Obama's response, both at 


Facebook and in other appearances 
pitching his deficit-reduction plan, 
is that unless lawmakers address 
the nation's long-term fiscal health, 
further short-term economic gains 
could be difficult to come by. 


Nevada Sen. Ensign 
resigns citing Senate 
ethics investigation 


LAS. VEGAS (AP) 
Republican Sen. John Ensign of 
Nevada is turning in his official 
resignation letter Friday, a day 
after announcing he would step 
down amid a developing ethics 
probe he feared would result in 
further “wear and tear" on him- 
self and his family. 

The resignation comes nearly 
two years after the 52-year-old 
Ensign said he had an extramari- 
tal affair with a former staffer, an 
acknowledgement that has been 
surrounded by ethics allegations. 
Ensign insisted that he's done 
nothing wrong. 

Senate Ethics Committee 
named a special counsel in 
February to look into the matter, 
after the Justice Department and 
the Federal Election Commission 
investigated and then dropped 
their cases. 

Ensign insisted Thursday that 
he's done nothing wrong, and 
said the appointment shook him 
because he had hoped the probes 
would end with the Justice 
Department. 

“I was hopeful that, with the 
closure of these investigations 
against me the wear and tear on 
my family and me would soon be 
over. This was not the case," he 
said. 


NECC holds ‘GEF’ 
presentation 


Professors shed light 
on genetically 


engineered food 


By Mary ELLEN 
D’ ANGELO-LOMBARI 
Correspondent 


Northern Essex Community 
College professors Noemi Custodia- 
Lora and Emily Gonzalez check 
computer equipment as they prepare 
to deliver a PowerPoint presentation 
on genetically engineered food 
(GEF). This is a presentation they put 
together five or six years ago. They 
have been teaching others about GEF 
since that time. 

Custodia-Lora first became inter- 


ested in GEF because she teaches ° 


Human Nutrition and Health at 
NECC. It was then she began to look 
at the differences between organical- 
ly and conventionally grown foods. 
Gonzalez has a degree in micro- 
biology. She did an. internship at 
Monsanto, a U.S. based multination- 
al agricultural biotechnology corpo- 
ration, the world’s leading manufac- 
turer of genetically engineered seed, 
and provides the technology for 90 
percent of the world’s genetically 
engineered seed, according to 
Greenpeace International. 

Gonzalez said, “I first started 
showing this presentation to my 
English as a second language class- 
es.” She has been presenting it ever 
since. Currently the presentation is 
part of a flurry of activities that con- 
stitute Green Month at NECC. 

Extra rows of chairs have been 
added to accommodate the overflow. 


Proposed ‘Quick 
Fixes’ for campus art 


Students propose. 
change in artistic 
layout of C building 


By THOMAS SHAMMA 
Assistant Opinion Editor 


The deadline is approaching for 
students to get suggestions in about 
the artwork in C building. The Spurk 
Art Group is looking for input by 
Friday, April 29. 

“We sent a college wide email to 
all students, faculty and staff,” said 
Bill Heineman, the dean of 
Foundational Studies and Liberal 
Arts & Sciences, “Dealing with the 
artwork in Spurk, and some of the 
other cosmetic issues. Basically, 
we’re looking for feedback.” 

The proposal consists of “Quick 
Fixes,’ which proposes a thorough 
cleaning of the lobby and painting 
over the “Welcome to my Humble 
Abode” painting outside C213. After 
the Quick Fixes, it outlines a propos- 
al for a four-phase plan that recom- 
mends the removal of some pieces, 
re-arrangement of others, addition of 
some new artwork, and a variety of 
small but significant cosmetic details 


News 


Isidro Estrada, NECC student, sits 
down and opens his notebook. 

Estrada said, “I get extra credit 
for coming here.” Estrada has to 
write a two page overview of the 
presentation for his English profés- 
sor, Marilyn McCarthy. 

Gretchen Dulong, a general 
studies major at NECC, said, “I’m 
missing one hour of my work study 
job to be here.” Dulong is interested 
in environmental issues, including 
genetically engineered food. She 
owned a health food store in 
Waterville Maine in 1969. 

As with all technology intro- 
duced to modern society, GEF has its 
opponents and supporters. GEF, 
along with its biggest creator and dis- 
tributor, Monsanto Corporation, has 
had its share of controversy. Most of 
the European community has banned 
the use of GEF. 

All GEF food is engineered in a 
laboratory by inserting a virus into 
the geno of a particular food. From 
that point the genes of one food 
spread with the virus through the 
genes of the injected food to create 
desired traits, such as sweetness, mat- 
uration time, and resistance to dis- 
ease. 

Opponents say manufacturing 
GEF is tampering with nature. They 
do not like the fact that there are no 
labeling laws in the U.S. consumers 
can’t make a choice to either eat or 
not eat GEF because it is not labeled. 
They believe it causes antibiotic 
resistance, allergies, and other as yet 
unknown side effects. Seeds can only 
be bought from the company that 
engineered them. Animal genes are 
mixed with plant genes and vice- 
versa. 


throughout the building. 

“A relatively small group of peo- 
ple put this proposal together,” said 
Heineman. “[We’ve received] 10 or 
15 responses so far.” 

The proposal lists the members 


of the Spurk Art Group: Justin 
Chase, Bill Heineman, Rachel 
Hellmann, Trish Kidney, Joe 


LeBlanc, Elaine Mawhinney, Susan 
Sanders, and Beth Wilcoxson. 
“T was thinking that they should 


update [the artwork],” said 
Information Technology major 
Joshua Mills. “I didn’t know they 


were going to do it, though.” 
Cassie Stess, a Liberal Arts 


Campus 
News 


NECC Dancers 
Explore Therapy and 
Sins 
NECC (PR) - Group therapy and 
the seven deadly sins will take center 
stage this month when Northern 
Essex Community College’s Still 
Point Dancers put on the annual 
spring performance on Friday, April 
29, and Saturday, April 30, at 8 p.m.. 
in the Sports and Fitness Center on 
the Haverhill Campus, 100 Elliott St. 

NECC dance coordinator 
Michelle Deane choreographed a 
modern dance piece titled, “The 
Meeting”. This piece, performed by 
the dance repertory class, embodies 
the feelings of the individual during 
group meetings, such as AA meeting 
and group therapy type meetings. 

It explores how bare individuals 
feel when they share their souls to 
one another in this, type of setting. 
The piece is centered on five red 
wooden chairs shaped in the typical 
therapy half circle. 

“New Visions of Piers 
Plowman”, a choreographed piece 
by NECC student Ryan Jennings of; 
Andover, is a dance about the seven 
deadly sins. -In this piece every per- 
son represents a different sin, and 
their movements are an expression of} 
which one they are portraying. 

Tickets are $7 for adults, $5 for 
students and seniors, and $3 for chil- 
dren under 12. For additional infor- 
mation contact Michelle Deane at 
mdeane@necc.mass.edu or 978-556- 
3597. 


Proponents say there is no evi- 
dence saying GEF foods are not safe. 
We have been consuming GEF for 
100 years without any demonstrable 
side effects. Maturation time is 
reduced; nutrients, yields and stress 
tolerance are increased. Since disease 
resistance can be improved, less her- 
bicide needs to be used. Less water 
needs to be used to bring the plants to 
harvest. Proponents claim these kinds 
of benefits are needed to increase 
food production for a growing world 
population. 

Custodia-Lora says most GEF is 
found in processed foods. 

Custodia-Lora said, “If you want 
to avoid GEF foods, the best way is 
to cook from scratch and buy locally 
grown food.” Stay away from farm 
raised fish. They are injected with 
hormones to prevent them from 
becoming male. The females grow 
larger and faster than the males. 

After the presentation was over, 
Custodia-Lora and Gonzalez opened 
up the floor for questions and discus- 
sion. 

Linda Shea, Bentley Library 
director and coordinator of Green 
Month at NECC said in an email, 
“Both Noemi and Emily have a great 
way of presenting difficult material 
in a very clear and concise way. They 
addressed the negative controversy 
surrounding genetically engineered 
foods by presenting both sides of the 
issue. I was very impressed with the 
students insightful questions.” 

You can access a schedule of 
other Green Month events by going 
to the Bentley Library. The schedule 
is also on bulletin boards throughtout 
the NECC campus, and on the NECC 
website. 


May Day Celebrated 
During NECC Concert 


NECC (PR) - May Day Carols, 
Hungarian folk songs, and a 20th cen- 
tury spiritual are just a few of the 
songs the Northern Essex Community 
College Chorus will perform during 
its Spring Concert on May Day, 
Sunday, May 1, at 2 p.m. in the 
Technology Center on the Haverhill 


; : Campus 
major, offered specific comments. P 


“If anything I would say [the history 
mural] I don’t like,” she said, gestur- 
ing towards the mural. “But the one 
on the other side I really like.” 

The Spurk Art Group Proposal 
notably doesn’t say anything about 
removing the painting of the city 
street in the C building lobby. 

You can find the current incarna- 
tion of the plan at 


http://facstaff.necc.mass.edu/ 
wp-content/uploads/2011/04/ 
spurk-art-proposal.pdf 

and submit your comments at 
http://facstaff.necc.mass.edu/ 
spurk-art-group-proposal-form/ 


the door on the second floor of C building. 


Thomas Shamma photo 
One mural mentioned in the proposal peaks behind 


During this annual concert stu- 
dents will perform a medley of songs 
spanning the 16th to the 21st cen- 
turies accompanied by the cello, the 


clarinet, and the piano. 

“In celebration of May Day we 
will perform a few traditional May 
Day songs as well as songs from dif- 
ferent periods,” says chorus director 
Alisa Bucchiere. 

This event is open to the public. 
Tickets are $5 each and available at 
the door. 

“This is a program that will have 
something for everyone,” says 
Bucchiere. “We have exceptional tal- 
ent this year so the concert will be a 
real treat.” 

Northern Essex Community 
College’s Haverhill Campus is locat- 
ed at 100 Elliott Street which is just 
off of rt. 495 at exit 52. 

For more information, contact 
Bucchiere at 
abucchiere@necc.mass.edu or 978 
556-3226. 


Page 8 NECC Observer April 27, 2011 


Campus Life 


Rain couldn’t stop Spring Jam 2011 


Rain moves beloved 
annual event inside, 
but fun was abundant 


By STEPHEN NDUNGU 
Campus Life Editor 


Students on Wednesday, April 20, 
filled the C lobby of the NECC 
Haverhill campus to celebrate and 
usher in the spring season. The 
Spring Jam attracted many. including 
potential NECC students who were 
here for the “College For a Day” 
experience. 

More than a dozen tables with the 
available school resources,made the 
event take up the first and the second 
floor lobbies of the C building. 

Different clubs and school organ- 
izations came out with an intention to 
attract and sign up new members and 
also inform people about their clubs. 

“It's a great opportunity to recruit 
people to clubs and inform them 
about various clubs,” said Chris 
Stockham who was in charge of the 
Contemporary Affairs club table. 

“T have had two people sign up as 
members so far, ” Stockham said. 

The event, also gave the NECC 
students opportunities to win things 
in an organized raffle as well as 
games. 

The intramurals group offered 
fun games named “minute to win it.” 
Students with their NECC ID also 
had a chance to participate in a raffle 
to win an iPod touch and other gifts 


NECC’s got 


as well as have their Knights cards 
stamped for a chance to win $100 
Bares and Noble gift card. 

The event also provided a plat- 
form for the Engagement Center to 
inform students about the importance 
of going green and also hand out 
plants to symbolize the changing of 
the environment from the wintry 
snow on the ground to a greener look. 

“We are giving out plants to stu- 
dents for a start to encourage them to 
keep the environment looking well,” 
said Sulay Sanchez one of the repre- 
sentatives from the Student 
Engagement Center. 

The Engagement Center also 
took the opportunity to get students 
to vote for the senate as well as nom- 
inate other students who they think 
will serve them well in the senate. 

Together with the voting, stu- 
dents also had the opportunity to 
nominate a student to the college 
board of trustees. 

“This is the greatest outlet we can 
get for students here in campus to 
vote for the’ senate,’ Said Dina 
Brown the Director of the Students 
Engagement Center who was_ over- 
seeing the voting process. 

Others, who were attracted by the 
Spring Jam, were high school stu- 
dents who had visited the campus to 
get an experience of being college 
students and maybe decide on 
whether to join NECC after graduat- 
ing from high school. 

Students from different depart- 
ments took the opportunity to volun- 
teer their time and be the guides to 
the potential students and their fami- 


talent 


Students come together to 


stop violence agianst 
women 


By CHRISTINA SCHNEIDER 
Correspondent 


ly members. “I just wanted to let peo- 
ple know about the college and the 
resources we have here,” said Yan 
Zhang an NECC student. 

The targeted high school students 
said that they enjoyed the campus 
and found the NECC students to. be 
very nice and helpful. 

“The school is great and the stu- 
dents here seem nice and fun to be 
around with,” said Fallon Munroe 
from Haverhill High School who said 
she has already registered to take 
classes here this coming fall. 


Invest in your future 


A representative from Haverhill 
High School said that he appreciated 
the good relationship the college has 
with the outside community and 
especially the high schools. 

“This was very well organized 
and its good that it happened during 
the spring break,” said Angel Aviles, 
who had brought a number of stu- 
dents to the college. 

The Spring Jam closed at | p.m. 
with students expressing their grati- 
tude for the free stuff and information 
they had received. 


Stephen Ndungu Photo 
Rafael Rivera tries to put M &M’s in the plastic cups in the “Minute to Win it” game 


at the Spring Jam 2011, that took place at the Lobby of the C-building in Haverhill. 


Other students who have been 
here for long also got opportunities to 
meet other students who they don't 
get to see’ on regular basis. 

“I spent most of my time at the 
gym but today I came here and I have 
met a lat of people,” said Fritz 
Emmanuel who plays basketball for 
NECC. 

“I got a Tahini tattoo, a plant and 
a free picture,” said lan Otamias an 
NECC student. 


The Community Outreach Group 
(COG), Students for a Democratic Society 
and Amnesty International joined forces on 
Monday in an effort to raise money and 
create awareness for women victimized by 
domestic violence. 

The talent show and the bake sale 
raised, up to $201 thanks to the faculty, 
staff and even the NECC students. 

Lecture Hall A in the C Lobby filled 
with many performers who lined up to 
show off their talents and also a big audi- 
ence comprised of students and faculty. 

Performers included bands, singers, 
poets, comedians, skilled guitar and piano 
players and also a mime. 

The audience also got a chance to rate 
the performers ranking the top three final- 
istS as Sean Morrison a free style rapper, 
The Santiago and Dunbar band comprised 
of Eric Kéhoey Shane Allen and Stefan 
Trogisch ad also Lenny Silverman who 
sang and played the piano. 

Lenny Silverman was voted as the best 
of the three and won a $50 gift certificate to 
China Blossom. 

Students who attended called it a suc- 


Meredith Gunning Photo 


Lenny Silverman won the 
talent show held on April 25. 


cess and said that the NECC students dis- 
played real talents. “The Santi0ago and 
Dunbar band are awesome,” said Wesley 
Brenan who also said that he enjoyed the 
Talent Show. 

“I think it rocked and so many people 
got to really show their talents,” said 
Chantelle Montgomery, NECC student. 
“It’s a great and fun way to get involved 
and help a cause.” 


t UMass Lowell. 


Transfer to UMass Lowell to take advantage 
of all it has to offer. 


Get an affordable, high-caliber education. 

¢ Nationally accredited programs 

¢ New funding for transfer scholarships 

¢ Valuable connections through small classes and 
learning communities 


Get a great return on your investment. 

¢ Real-world experience for undergraduate students 

¢ A wide variety of accelerated bachelor’s to master’s programs 

¢ The highest mid-career salaries among graduates of public 
universities in the Northeast* 


Learn more about the value of a UMass Lowell education at 
www.uml.edu/value 
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Office of Transfer Admissions 

883 Broadway, Suite 110 
University of owell, MA 01854 
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Music world 
embraces its feminine 
side 


By MATTHEW RAND 
A&E Editor 


It sure is a 
good time to 
be a diva in 
today’s music 
scene. I mean, 
just look at the 


' charts! Sure, 
you've got 
your Bruno 
Mars’s — and 
your Pitbull’s 
and your 


Eminem’s, but for every one of those 
boys, you’ve got approximately 
eleven girls ready and willing to 
dominate the dance floor. Starting 
things off at the top, there’s Britney 
Spears. Sweet Brit Brit. What would 
we do without your rump-shaking 
beats and your quivering sex voice? 
Singles “Hold It Against Me” and 
“Till the World Ends” continue to 
dominate both in radio play and 
iTunes sales, and can you blame the 
public? Britney’s a pop icon of the 
highest order! It’s been over twelve 
years since she burst onto the scene 
with her pigtails and her good girl 
gone bad demeanor, but baby’s 
showing no sign of stopping now. 
Then, of course, there’s the ruler 
of all things avant-garde, Lady Gaga 
herself. Already an superstar a mere 


Only 
to eave 


New film a pleasant 
surprise 


By SHANNON KEATING 
Correspondent 


If you knew you had eight min- 
utes to live, what would you do with 
that time? That is the question that 
“Source Code” asks its audience. 
Jake Gyllenhaal plays Colter 
Stevens, a soldier who wakes up on a 
Chicago commuter train in the body 
of another person. He soon discov- 


ers he is on a mission to find the 
bomber of said train before the bomb 
detonates in eight minutes time. The 
strange thing is, if the bomb does 
explode, Stevens is given the oppor- 
tunity to go back and try again--a sort 
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Arts & Entertainment 
A diva is a female version of a chart-topper 


three years into her career, she’s 
racked up an ungodly amount of hits 
just two albums in: from “Bad 
Romance” to the brand-new “Judas,” 
Gaga’s talent is undeniable. An out- 
spoken leader in the fight for gay 
rights, it’s not hard to see why fans 
(dubbed her “Little Monsters”) are so 
in love with the “Bom This Way” 
singer. Communications major at 
NECC, Sarah Brocher, had this to say 
about Gaga: “She’s not afraid to be 
herself, and I find that hard to do. 
People can relate to her and be who 
they really are.” 

Of course, promising new talent 
never hides from the Hot 100 for 
long. British crooner Adele rocketed 
up the charts with her “Rolling In the 
Deep,” a staple in trailers for the film 
“IT Am Number Four” earlier on this 
year. With a voice like Aretha and a 
demeanor as sweet as candy, the 
Grammy Award winner is an absolute 
knockout. Around the NECC cam- 
pus, students were over the moon for 
the chanteuse. “I love her,” Greily 
Rovira, Bio major, told me. “She’s 
soulful, amazing, a true idol.” 

At the very same time, some for- 
gotten idols of yesteryear have been 
making a resurgence in 2011. Avril 
Lavinge’s road to fame began well 
enough: with her debut album “Let 
Go,” 
emo-pop fans in 2002 with the 
achingly infectious “Sk8r Boi” and 
the gorgeous “I’m With You.” Her 
second album, released two years 


later, continued on with the trend of 


chilling ballads filled with emotion, 
maturing her sound even further from 
those earlier songs. And then, in 


got eight 


e wor 


of warped “Groundhog Day” effect. 
Although Stevens has what seems to 
be an unlimited amount of do-overs, 
time is still of the essence. For once 
he completes his mission, the U.S. 
military can track and disarm another 
series of bombs. 

Gyllenhaal is top notch playing a 
convincing military man, and per- 
haps an even more convincing crier-- 
I had goosebumps! Michelle 
Monaghan is terrific as Christina, a 
kind-hearted fellow passenger whom 
Stevens grows increasingly attached 
to during his 8-minute endeavors. 
Vera Farmiga plays Goodwin, a mili- 
tary official overseeing the mission. 
I was very impressed with Farmiga 
here, she has a powerful gaze that 
feels overwhelmingly genuine. | 
give a round of applause to the whole 


confused in a still from “Source Code.” 


she amassed a collective of 


Te 
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Britney Spears, fabulous as ever, performs onstage at the Bill Graham Civic 
Auditorium in San Franciso at a taping for Good Morning America. 


2007, it all changed. “Girlfriend” 
shot straight to #1, yet, it was filled 
with cheerleader chanting and bubble 
gum snapping. Die-hard fans 
scratched their heads while fifth- 
graders of the world rejoiced. Now 
the Canadian beauty’s back for more, 
joyfully walking the tightrope 
between the jubilant and the morose 
with her latest, “What the Hell.” 
Business major Samantha Gillen 
came to Lavigne’s defense, telling 
me, “She can write both pop tunes 
and beautiful ballads and has the tal- 


putes 


ensemble! 

The score by Chris 
Bacon is, as my fellow NECC stu- 
dent and movie-goer Matthew Rand 
puts it, “utterly Hitchcockian.” 
Bacon acknowledges every 
penseful moment. His seamless 


musical 


sus- 


orchestration makes you wonder if 
the music didn’t just compose itself 


as the cameras began to roll. 

Fledgling director Duncan Jones 
does a superb job in keeping the audi- 
ence on their toes from beginning to 
end. As the film progresses, we are 
given small doses of new informa- 
tion, and these are just enough to 
keep each plot twist from unravelling 
too soon. 

To be honest, when I first saw the 
trailer for “Source Code,” I thought it 
was going to be a _ cheesy 
“Speed”/"Inception’-hybrid. But I 
could not have been more wrong. 
I’ve never seen anything like it! Its 
ingenious script, written by Ben 
Ripley, is thought-provoking and 
touching. This is Ripley’s first the- 
atrically released project! I can’t 
wait to see what else he’Il bring to the 
table. 

Underneath “Source Code’s” 
elaborate scientific phenomena and 


® perplexing mathematical jargon lies a 


simple and heartfelt message: Live 
each day as if it were your last. 

I left the theater smiling and 
inspired. I also felt a strong and, 


Courtesy Photo albeit, unrealistic desire to go back in 


Jake Gyllenhaal looking simultaneously gorgeous and 


time eight minutes to experience the 
tear-jerking ending for a second 
time. 


ent to play guitar, piano, drums--she 
does it all. People, if they would actu- 
ally listen to her music, would defi- 
nitely be able to find something 
they’d like! It’s not just for “teeny 
boppers.””’ Very true, Sam. Very true. 

Think the pop-diva-goodness 
stops there? Hell naw! Beyoncé just 
released her latest masterpiece “Run 
the World (Girls)”, a sputtering, 
thumping ode to all things female 
empowerment; Rihanna just scored 
her tenth #1 in “S&M7”, her duet with 
aforementioned queen of pop Britney 


Adapt 


Screenwriters take 
note: changing 
beloved works is a 
no-no 


By MATTHEW RAND 
A&E Editor 


You know what you should never 
do under any circumstances? Finish a 
book a few hours before you go see 
the new movie version of that said 
book. Why? It, more likely than not, 
will disappoint you. Wholeheartedly. 
Actually, that's not even true! Most 
page-to-screen adaptations cut a few 
things here or a few things there (see 
any of the "Harry Potter" flicks), but 
rarely to they take integral plot points 
from the novel(s) and completely 
warp them. Unless the movie we're 
talking about is "Water for 
Elephants." 

The story's simple enough: an 
exceedingly old man in an assisted 
living community longs for the for- 
mer life he had outside of his elderly 
confinement, where hé worked as 
veterinary specialist at a doomed 30's 
circus. His lively past is detailed in 
full through chapters in between the 
aforementioned sadness taking place 
in the present. 

The film, in its own right, sound- 
ed good enough: "Twilight" star 
Robert Pattinson further shedding his 
sparkling vampire skin for the role of 
young Jacob Jankowski (our protago- 
nist), America's Sweetheart Reese 
Witherspoon donning a delightfully 
sequined pink get-up as the beautiful 
Marlena, and Christoph Waltz men- 
acingly taking a second go at the per- 
formance that won him an Oscar two 


Spears; Katy Perry is in command of 
the Billboard rankings, all four of the 
singles from her album “Teenage 
Dream” hitting the top spot. And then 
there’s Jennifer Lopez and P!nk and 
Ke$ha and, of course, newbies Jessie 
J and Selena Gomez on the heels of 
those fierce mamas. “Seeing all these 
strong, influential, and talented 
women ruling the Billboard charts 
makes me feel, dare I say it, proud to 
be a woman!” said Observer corre- 
spondent Shannon Keating. Took the 
words right out of my mouth. 


di 

years ago (for "Inglourious 
Basterds") as the villainous August. 

With that level of acting charisma 
present, where did it all go wrong? 
Well...it's the script. Plain and simple. 
Writer Richard LaGravenese took 
author Sara Gruen's achingly perfect 
prose and tweaked here and switched 
there, taking things that were perfect- 
ly dramatic in their own right and 
making them exceedingly histrionic. 
So no, I do not recommend that you 
see "Water for Elephants" in theaters, 
| recommend that you walk down to a 
bookstore, a library, wherever books 
are sold and/or rented, and get your- 
self a copy of the vastly superior, pos- 
itively divine novel the movie is 
based on. You can thank me later. 


Robert Pattinson and 
Reese Witherspoon, 


swoon-worthy in “Water 
for Elephants.” 


Page1io NECC Observer April 27, 2011 


By ANDY ROBINSON 
News Editor 


Final episode of NBC 
comedy looms 
around the corner 


If there is one thing that can be 
said about Michael Scott, it’s that he 
is a friend first, boss second, and 
probably an entertainer third. In 
telling the long roller coaster ride of a 
story that is The Great Scott, one 
must be a devoted fan on an 
unhealthy level to understand it all. 
From the big moments like his pro- 
posal to Holly Flax, to his little 
quotes he may mutter to himself, it’s 
hard to tell the story of a man so 
loved by many, and so responsible 
for the daily schoolyard conversa- 
tions he inevitably causes. 

NBC’s “The Office,” a remake of 
the British comedy of the same name, 
bids a fond farewell to its self-pro- 
claimed golden patriarch Michael 
Scott, played by Steve Carell. 

For the past six years, Michael 
Scott has invited us into his play- 
ground, the offices of the Dunder 
Mifflin Paper Company, every 
Thursday night. Whether we were 
asked to sing a song, play a murder 
mystery game, film a low budget spy 
movie, or wipe the sweat off our 
nervous palms, we cordially obliged 
every time. 

It seems like it was a lifetime ago 
when we first heard him introduce 
himself to the cameras that sought to 
penetrate the American office. He 
introduced himself like any boss 
would, but then very soon after that, 


Arts & Entertamment 


to our horror, a Hitler impression! 

He has made us laugh. His one, 
true goal of any conversation was to 
make the other person laugh. 
Although it was usually at the 
expense of himself, he made every 
effort to cover up his hurt, or he 
openly spoke about it in the most 
unprofessional fashions. By either 
stating his opinion bluntly, or by 
using characters such as, “Prison 
Mike,” “Michael Klump,” or, “Date 
Mike,” he made his point one way or 
another. This erratic behavior that so 
defined him; that made us squirm in 
our seats, that made us laugh, that 
made us cry, will surely be missed 
the most. 

What also will be missed, and I 
don’t think it all together inappropri- 
ate to highlight, is his quiet inspira- 
tional side. One of the cornerstones 
of what Michael Scott is was 
revealed on the infamous booze 
cruise of season two. After starting a 
panic by announcing to everyone that 
the boat was sinking, he was ban- 
ished to deck (not that they were on a 
cruise in the dead of January). Jim 
Halpert, salesman, confesses to 
Michael that his love of Pam (a 
receptionist) is a lost cause. In a rare 
moment, Michael looks Jim in the 
eyes like a lonely father and says, 
“Never, ever give up.” Therein lies 
his philosophy. Never give up on a 
joke that is going downhill fast. 
Never give up on the one you know 
to be the love of your life. Never give 
up on friends, even if they may hurt 
you. 

He was a faulted giant; a man 
whose triumphs were as big as his 
failures. From his failed solo paper 
company, to his surprisingly well 


“Borgias” reign 
over student 


By ALLISON BURRIDGE 
Correspondent 


When it comes to fifteenth centu- 
ry revenge no family did it better than 
the Borgias. Showtime’s newest 
series exposes one of the bad apples 
of the papacy, Rodrigo Borgia 
(Jeremy Irons) known in history as 
Pope Alexander VI. The April 3 sea- 
son premiere opened with the death 
of Pope Innocent and Rodrigo, with 
the help of his sons Caesare (Franéois 
Arnaud) and Juan (David Oakes) 
Borgia, bribing his way into the papa- 
cy. Thus making some serious ene- 
mies with a group of cardinals head- 
ed by Cardinal Giuliano Della Rovere 
(Colm  Feore). According to 
Showtime the Borgias are “one of the 
most remarkable and legendary fami- 
lies in history inspiring 


Machiavelli's The Prince and Mario 
¥ x 


Puzo’s “The Godfather.” And it’s 
true, the holy orders mean nothing to 
Pope Alexander VI, he has a mistress, 
sends his sons to assassinate his ene- 
mies and backstabs people for money. 
Jeremy Irons is wonderfully corrupt 
in this role as he showcases Rodrigo’s 
“the ends justify the means” and 
mostly fleeting morality. Shannon 
Keating, a Communications major at 
NECC and avid film and TV connois- 
seur has a similar view, “They could 
not have picked a better Rodrigo. 
Jeremy Irons is a master when it 
comes to playing villains. He has 
such a commanding presence.” Long 
story-short, “The Borgias” is a deli- 
cious mix of sex, crime, and religion 


offering a probing look into one of 


histories most notorious families 
simultaneously demonstrating that 
the hands of the Catholic Church 
weren't always so clean. 


received “Dundies” award ceremony, 
his life was more balanced by Karma 
than most. He was the only man on 
the show that could turn a situation of 
unmerciful awkwardness and turn it 
into a laugh of soft relief by uttering 
only four simple words: that’s what 
she said. 

In what seems to be turning into 
a eulogy- make no mistake he is not 
dying. He is only moving on to be 
with Holly, leaving Scranton, PA 
behind. I apologize if I have misled 
you. 

His departure is particularly hard 
to take because of how vital he is to 
the show. It’s like replacing Jerry 
Seinfeld in the show “Seinfeld.” It 
can’t be done. In an ideal world, I 
would have rather had NBC fade the 
show out. But, let’s trust NBC. What 
have they done wrong in the past? 

Now at the close of April, the 
torch will be passed to a new leader. 
This occasion will be marked by 
guest appearances, no doubt to play 
applicants for his regional manager 
position, by Ricky Gervais, Ray 
Ramano (Surprise, | know!), James 
Spader, Will Amett, and the already 
present Will Ferrell. 

The manner of his departure is up 
in the air. There is no doubt that he 
will leave a mark or possibly a stain, 
in the hearts of his many fans. | 
expect though that this isn’t our final 
moment with the Great Scott. Oscar 
Martinez, accountant at Dunder 
Mifflin on the show, might have pre- 
dicted it all when Michael departed 
briefly to start his own paper compa- 
ny back in season five. “Just like that, 
as mysteriously as he arrived, he was 
gone. 


“Office” fans bid Great Scott adieu 


MCT Campus Photo 


Will Ferrell and Steve Carell, all dolled up, present the 
award for Best Makeup at the 78th Annual Academy 


Awards. 


Whatever happened 
to Charlie Brown? 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Executive Editor 


Have you ever imagined what 
happened to the Charlie Brown after 
he outgrew the awkward stages of 
adolescence and entered high school? 
Well, wonder no more with the local 
production of Bert V. Royal’s “Dog 
God: from a 
Teenage Blockhead” presented by 
Neptune Sushi, a theater company 
out of Salem, N.H. 

The play picks up with the 


Sees Confessions 


beloved character of Charlie Brown 
that we know from our childhood, 
however, the characters we know 
have changed immensely. Brown no 
longer has his precious dog, Snoopy, 
as he has been forced to put the 
canine to sleep. Charlie Brown’s 
younger sister, Sally has turned goth- 
ic and the blanket loving Linus is 
now heavy into drug use, going so far 
as smoking his beloved blanket. 

In the play, Charlie is on a quest 
to find the meaning of life after the 
death of his dog. “It touches on a lot 
of topical which effect 
teenagers today,” says director and 
NECC alumni, Aaron Foss. “They 


issues, 


use the characters to make them relat- 
able.” 

The show is set to benefit a spe- 
cial cause, The Trevor Project, a 24- 
hour toll free national hot line for gay 
and questioning teens. Part of every 


ticket sold will be directly donated to 
the cause. 

“We hope that the show not only 
helps to raise money for the cause, 
but also helps bring forth more atten- 
tion to a major problem facing 
today’s youth [bullying]” Foss said. 

The show stars Dylan Gamblin, 
Audrey Claire Johnson, Victoria 
Hogan, Thomas Francis Shamma, 
Hannah Heckman-McKenna, Ryan 


Clark, Mare Pelletier, and Sarah 
Argenbright. 

‘ Tickets are $14 and will be 
available at the door 30 minutes prior 
to the show or can be reserved by 
calling The Actor's Studio of 
Newburyport at 978-465-1229. 
Seating is limited and reservations 
are strongly reccomended for large 
groups. 


Aaron Foss Photo 
Stars Sarah Argenbright, Dylan Gamblin, and Hannah 
Heckman-McKenna (I-r) having some backstage fun. 
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Transfer program 


Mass Transfer 
program offered to 
NECC students 


By HARMONIE CHARLAND 
Features Editor 


The decision to pursue an educa- 
tion at NECC or any other 
Massachusetts community college 
may be a difficult one at first but 
extremely beneficial in the long run. 
The cost of attendance at a communi- 
ty college is significantly lower com- 
pared to a state or private university, 
so many students attend community 
college and satisfy all of their general 
education courses then transfer out to 
a university. 

Although completing general 
education classes. at the community 
college level may save the student a 
significant amount of money, contin- 
uing to study at the community col- 
lege for that extra semester or two 
and graduating is extremely benefi- 
cial for students planning to transfer 
to Massachusetts state universities. 

Massachusetts community col- 
leges including NECC are part of the 
Mass Transfer Program. The program 
provides community college gradu- 
ates who complete designated associ- 
_ate degrees with the benefits of com- 
plete credit transfer, guaranteed 
admission, and tuition discounts. 

Students who graduate with 2.0 
GPA from a Mass. community col- 
lege are not guaranteed admission to 
the Mass. state university to which 
they apply but they are still offered 


More 
e@ @ 
spirit 
Students should get 
more involved in 


activities on campus 


By CINDY MONTESQUIEU 
Correspondent 


The student life at Northern 
Essex Community College can 
improve. The student life at NECC 
consists of student activities, athlet- 
ics, fitness & recreation, and expe- 
riential learning opportunities. 

Many students here at NECC do 
not know about the many student 
groups the school has. Even though 
it is just community college, stu- 
dents should be more involved. 

Students may have busy lives, 
but college is not fun if they only 
take classes and don’t participate in 
anything else. There are over 15 
student clubs and organizations at 
NECC that a student can choose 
from. There are many ways a stu- 
dent can get engaged. 

A great way a student can get 
involved is just by simply going to 


- 1 do 


Several state 


Courtesy Photo 


universities, such as UMass Lowell, 


pictured above, allows NECC students to smoothly 


transfer credits. 


some great benefits. 2.0 GPA gradu- 
ates bypass paying application fees 
and are not expected to complete any 
application essays. 

If the student is accepted to the 
university they are guaranteed a full 
transfer of a minimum of 60 credits 
which will then be applied to their 
bachelor's degree. 

Students who graduate communi- 
ty college with a 2.5 GPA are guaran- 
teed admission to the state university 
in which they applied as well as the 
same benefits a student graduating 
with a 2.0 GPA would receive. 
Students graduating with a 3.0 GPA 


or higher are guaranteed all the bene- 
fits listed above as well as a 33 per- 
cent tuition waiver at their intended 
Mass. state university. 

If you are a perspective student 
considering attending NECC or a 
current student with hopes in trans- 
ferring to one of the Mass. state uni- 
versities it is well worth your time 
speaking with an advisor about the 
Mass Transfer program. 

Working hard at the community 
college level and keeping your GPA 
up will be recognized and rewarded 
through the Mass Transfer program. 


school 
needed 


support a sports team or even watch 
a play. 

Meagan McCaul is a student 
here at NECC and she participates 
in the Leadership Club and does 
community service. 

“T have no interest in sports, but 
support the Arts and 
Entertainment,” says McCaul. If a 
student does not like sports, he or 
she can help the community by vol- 
unteering and helping someone else 
out. 

McCaul barely has any com- 
plaints about the student life. 

“The student life is good now, 
but we should have more recy- 
cling,” says McCaul. 

McCaul also says, “I can get 
around pretty good, but to get better 
it should be better for handicap 
people because of a lot of stairs and 
only one elevator in buildings.” 

The student leaders should take 
note in this and try to make every 
student at NECC as comfortable as 
possible. 

Colleen Sheehy is another stu- 


dent at NECC. Sheey says, “I per- - 


sonally don't have a group that I fit 


in to, but I've joined the EEC 
Club.” 

This is a program that started 
last year and not much has been 
done, but they are planning things 
out. 

A student, Sebastien Fabre, 
said, “The student life is okay. It 
isn't bad, but we need more student 
groups and more school activities,” 
says Fabre. 

Students need a little bit more 
encouragement to join a group or 
participate in an activity. 

Maybe the message isn't being 
fully sent to them. If a group or 
activity wants to be heard then 
maybe they should promote them- 
selves more. 

They have to be seen and heard. 
NECC has thousands of students 
coming every day to campus and 
they will notice those groups who 
put the effort in to being seen. 

Overall, NECC is a great 
school. With a little more love and 
support the college will be even 
better. 


Facebook 
and NECC 


Northern Essex has a 
social media 
presence 


By HARMONIE CHARLAND 
Features Editor 


Facebook and Twitter are easily 
two of the most influencial forces in 
the current social media landscape. 

Most of the NECC student body 
is connected to either Facebook or 
Twitter, and use these sites on a 
daily basis to socialize with friends, 
network, and to keep up-to-date 
with what their favorite celebrities 
are doing. 

NECC has been on _ both 
Facebook and Twitter for quite some 
time, although it seems many stu- 
dents are unaware of the college's 
social media presence. NECC’s0 
Facebook page currently has a little 
over 600 fans, a surprisingly small 
amount when considering NECC 
student population. 

NECC social media fans and 
followers are provided with infor- 
mation regarding college news and 
events, and the opportunity to con- 
nect with other NECC students. 

In an effort to promote the col- 
lege's social media presence, direc- 
tor of online communication Hanna 
Arnold will be launching ‘The 
NECC Social Media Campaign’ 
later this week. Arnold has been 


with the college a little over two 
years and refers to herself as a 
“technology geek.” 

Technology is constantly evolv- 
ing as well as the way in which peo- 
ple communicate with each other. 

Many students use smartphones 
with online capabilities which 
increases the use of mobile sites. 

More than half of the NECC stu- 
dent body may not use their student 
webmail account, but most if not all 
of these students are constantly 
checking their Facebook and Twitter 
newsfeeds. 

“NECC understands the impor- 
tance of communication with stu- 
dents,” said Arnold. 

Arnold hopes with students fol- 
lowing NECC on Twitter as well as 
becoming fans of their Facebook 
page students will feel more 
informed about what's happening on 
campus and more comfortable with 
asking questions and communicat- 
ing with other students. : 

Students who follow NECC on 
Twitter or become a fan of the 
NECC Facebook page will be auto- 
matically entered to win a $50 gift 
certificate to the NECC book store 
from now through the end of 
December. Students can find 
NECC's Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/ 
Northernessex and their Twitter 
account at http://www.twitter.com/ 
Northernessex. 


Hey, “soul surfer”! 


Triumphant story 
inspires student 


By Nick AMARAL 
Correspondent 


This past weekend, | went to 
go see the movie “Soul Surfer,” 
and it was based on a true story. 


It was directed by Sean 
McNamara. 

You will be truly inspired. 

In this movie, Bethany 


Hamilton is a well known surfer 
in Hawaii and eventually, Bethany 
and her friend Alana Blanchard 
get offered to get sponsored. 

On Halloween morning, 
Hamilton accompanies Blanchard 
and her brother and father to go 
surfing. 

As they are sitting on their 
boards in the ocean, Hamilton 
gets attacked by 14 foot tiger 
shark. 

They instantly brought her 
back to the shore on her board and 
call 911 for an ambulance. 

She lost her left arm in the 
attack. She wanted to get back out 
into the waters and so she did, but 
it was very difficult for her and 
she couldn’t take it anymore. 

She gives up surfing and gives 


- up, 


her boards to these little girls. 

Hamilton has been taking 
CCD classes and her class takes a 
trip to Thailand to help the fami- 
lies that suffered from the 
Tsunami. 

All the families are scared to 
get back into the water, so she 
tries to get a little boy into the 
water and sits on her surfboard 
and he does, but she finally real- 
ized that she should get back into 
surfing and shouldn’t just give up. 

So as they get back home, she 
tells her father that she wants to 
get back into surfing. 

She does and competes in an 
Open Women’s Surf competition 
and places fifth. A year later she 
competed in the Nationals and 
won her first national title. 

I was inspired by this movie 
and it goes to show you after a 
severe injury, you shouldn’t give 
up something that you truly love. 

If you want something then 
you got to work for it and not give 
and that’s what Bethany 
Hamilton simply did. 

I highly recommend that peo- 
ple should go see this movie. 
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_ Track team sparks | Boxing on. 
at season’s end 


The Knights track 
team now sends four 
athletes to Nationals 


By ANTHONY BEVILACQUA 
Sports Editor 


The past two weeks have been 
spent working hard and competing in 
two big meets for the NECC Knights 
track and field team. With the semes- 
ter soon coming to a close the Knights 
track and field season will as well. The 
season end won’t be dull though, with 
four NECC track and field athletes 
competing at the NJCAA Nationals 
meet. 

The Knights track and field team 
has competed in two meets in the past 
two weeks. One meet, the Husky 
Invitational, taking place at 
Northeastern University and the other 
at Connecticut College. 

The Husky Invitational had a few 
standout performances. The statistics 
sheet showed that Noelia Figuereo, one 
of the team’s Nationals contenders, 
placed fifth in the 200 meter and eighth 
in the 100 meter. Figuereo will be com- 
peting in Nationals in both these events. 
Last year she won Nationals for the 200 
meter and was runner up in the 100 
meter. 


The boy's track and field team also 
competed at the Husky Invitational. All 
of the boys who went were freshmen 
competing against mostly division one 
athletes. ‘ 

The one standout athlete for the 
boy's team has been freshman Chris 
Dow. Dow competed in the 100 meter, 
200 meter, and long jump that day. He 
placed in the top 15 in each one of the 
events. Dow is one of the track and 
field athletes competing in Nationals 
for the Knights. He qualified for 
Nationals in the javelin despite being a 
standout sprinter for the team. 

The main story from _ the 
Connecticut College meet is distance 
runner Erin Baker. Baker qualified for 
the NJCAA Nationals meet in the 
10,000 meter race. She qualified with a 
time of 47 minutes and 45 seconds. 
She is the fourth track and field athlete 
to qualify for Nationals for the Knights. 
This is a major accomplishment for 
Baker so late in the season. Other 
standout athletes from the Connecticut 
College meet were Chris Dow, Noelia 
Figuereo, and Brandon Doyle. 

The Knights track and field season 
only has two meets left. This weekend 
they will travel to Howard Community 
College for the district meet and then 
they have Nationals. Hopefully with 
the one meet before Nationals another 
Knights athlete will qualify and further 
boost this incredible season for the 
NECC track and field team. 


2.93 8th out of 38 
200 meter 26.71 Sth out of 42 
Tonya Allen 
400 meter 1:21.05 23 out of 23 
800 meter 3:01.88 26 out of 29 
Erin Baker 
5000 meter 21:56.41 18 out of 


Men 

Chris Dow 

100 meter 11.58 13 out of 51 
200 meter 23.92 15 out of 39 
Long Jump 5.89m 10 out of 12 
Abraham Batista 

100 meter 13.57 49 out of 51 
Luis Rozon 

800 meter 2:15.80 39 out of 45 
1500 meter 4:38.08 27 out of 31 
Brandon Doyle 

5000 meter [7:37.85 17 out of 21 


ConnecricuT COLLEGE MEET 
Giselle Munoz 
800 2:44:87 24 out of 36 


Noelia Fi 

400 1:01 68 6 out of 15 

Erin Baker 

10,000 47:45:56 

a for Nationals 
‘onya Allen 

800 3:04:77 34 out of 36 

Luis Rozon 

400 56:56 27 out of 39 

800 2:12:69 37 out of 48 

Brandon Doyle 

10,000 36:46:88 4 out of 5 

Abraham Batista 

Javelin 22.39m 34 out of 36 

Shot Put 8.08m 33 out of 35 

Chris Dow 

Javelin 34.278m 12 out of 36 


Drafting heart not skill 


photo by MCT Campus 
New England Patriots 
quarterback Tom Brady 
searching his receivers 
in a game versus the 
Miami Dolphins during 
the 2010 season 


Brady has shown 
drafting by numbers 
isn t always best 


By JiImMMy PANGBURN 
Correspondent 


With draft day nearing, scouts 
and owners are busy evaluating tal- 
ent and trying to find the right pieces 
to their team, and also trying to find 
a late round steal. The New England 
Patriots know all about the late 
round steal because they probably 
got the biggest steal in NFL history 
in Tom Brady by drafting him in 
round six with the 199th pick. 

Recently ESPN had a documen- 
tary on Tom Brady called “The 
Brady Six” which was about the six 
quarterbacks taken ahead of Brady in 
the 2000 draft. The QBs taken before 
him are Chad Pennington, Giovanni 
Carmazzi, Chris Redman, Tee 
Martin, Mare Bulger, and Spergon 
Wynn. 

Going into next season Brady 
will be the defending MVP and will 
be trying to win his fourth Super 
Bowl title. 

In the documentary Brady talked 
about what he was doing on draft 
day and understandably he got 
choked up and said, “I took a walk 
with my mom and dad around the 
block.” Brady was projected to be a 
3rd round pick, however a bad com- 
bine had scouts saying Brady could 
not throw a solid spiral and-could not 
avoid the sack which resulted in 
teams avoiding him. 

Obviously Brady got the last 
laugh with his two Super Bowl 
MVPs, two regular season MVPs 
and three Super Bowl rings. Brady 


has thrown 34,744 yards with 261 
touchdowns. 

So what did the other six QBs 
accomplish? Chad Pennington was 
drafted by the New York Jets and 
will attempt another comeback this 
season, which he does pretty well 
since he is a two time comeback 
player of the year. In his career thus 
far he has thrown for 17,823 yards 
and 102 touchdowns but has a diffi- 
cult time staying healthy. 

Giovanni Carmazzi never even 
played in a game and is currently a 
goat farmer. 

Chris Redman is currently a 
backup for the Atlanta Falcons and 
has been a backup for most of his 
career. Tee Martin is a wide receivers 
coach for the Kentucky Wildcats col- 
lege football program. In his NFL 
career he completed six passes for 69 
yards and zero touchdowns. 

Spergon Wynn completed 70 
passes for 585 yards and one touch- 
down. He is currently an energy trad- 
er in Texas. 

Finally Mare Bulger, he is cur- 
rently a backup QB for the Baltimore 
Ravens but in his career he has 
thrown for 22,814 yards and 122 
touchdowns. 

Tom Brady is a great example to 
all present and future NFL scouts 
that what should be measured most 
of a player isn't how far they can 
throw a ball, how high they can 
jump, or how fast they can run. It 
should be how much heart is in the 
player. It is rare that a late round pick 
ends up being a future hall of famer 
but because of Brady's integrity, 
heart, and grit teams have changed 
their scouting tactics instead of just 
drafting for raw talent. Teams now 
are interviewing and seeing how 
much heart a player has. 


backburner 


Boxing looking to 
take back fans from 
the TV popular MMA 


By JIMMY PANGBURN 
Correspondent 


With the emergence of the MMA 
in the recent years boxing has been los- 
ing steam with younger generations. 
Two fights have the chance to put box- 
ing back on the map. 

While it is still popular today in 
entertainment with movies like The 
Fighter and TV shows like Lights Out, 
its popularity is not even close to what 
it was back in the 1950s up until the 
1990s. Many fans and experts say the 
reason behind this is there are really 
only a handful of great fighters and 
they dominate when they face 
mediocre opponents. This is true in the 
heavyweight class with Wladimir 
Klitschko owning three of the five 
heavyweight belts (IBF, WBO, and the 
ring) and only having three loses. His 
brother Vitali Klitschko owns the 
WBC title and only has two loses and 
David Haye owns the WBA title and 
has only one loss. 

In a recent interview Haye's said 
that he wants to fight Wladimir 
Klitschko this summer. This means a 
Klitschko may have every heavy- 
weight belt in boxing Wladimir 


Sox bad 
lmneup 
By SHANE FOLEY 


The Boston Red Sox lost to the 
Oakland A's by a score of 5-0. What's 
wrong with the Sox this year? We were 
supposed to have a paramount batting 
line-up and a pitching rotation from 
Heaven. But the Boston Red Sox line- 
up is completely backwards. 

Usually, a lhieip has average hit- 
ters, or guys who can get on base all the 
time, at the one and two spots. Then, 
they fill it up with their best power hit- 
ters to the scrub at the nine spot. That is 
the way it's usually done throughout 
the league and it works. That is the 
opposite of what the Sox have. 

What we have instead are our best 
layers on either end of the middle. 
he beginning of our lineup has our 

best ee? hitters. Jacoby Ellsbury, our 
usual lead-off man, leads Boston in the 
home run category. You want to know 
who leads in average? The answer is 
Jed Lowrie, the replacement for Marco 
Scutaro who is batting a scorching 
.457! He used to bat close to last, but 
lately he's been in the lineup as close as 
five. 

If you look at the other players 
who are not batting in the middle of the 
lineup, you have Basa Pedroia, who 
is the only other player to hit over 300, 
J.D. Drew, and the newly acquired 
Jarrod Saltalamacchia. 

Now let's take a look at the middle 
of the lineup. You have Adrian 
Gonzales at the three spot. His per- 
formance is lacking -- one home run 
and a .279 average this early in the sea- 
son is a bit below expectation. 

Then there’s Kevin Youkalis, the 
cleanup batter, who has an average of 
.196. Putting him at the four spot is a 
disservice to hum and the team. 

Pitchers now have no fear of our 
lineup because our big hitters are not 
hitting big. Normally, the big guy on 
our team is David Ortiz, but even he 
needs a little polishing. He is not the 

layer we once knew, but still at least 

¢ is hitting. An average of .269 isn't 
perfect, but he is tied for the lead with 
nine RBIs and two homers. 

The ray of hope in all of this is that 
April is April. There is plenty of time 
for the Sox to make changes and it's 
only the beginning of the season. 


Klitschko having four of the five. If 
that does indeed happen a Klitschko 
versus Klitschko would not only bring 


in the money it would also bring in ~ 


fans to watch these two heavyweight 
titans clash. Many have been begging 
for a Klitschko brother battle but it has 
yet to happen. If Wladimir was to beat 
Haye I am sure this fight would happen 
so Wladimir could try for all five 
heavyweight belts. 

Another fight that would bring in 
money would be a Floyd Mayweather 
Junior and Manny Pacquiao fight. This 
fight should have already been sched- 
uled but since Mayweather insists on 
random drug testing the fight has been 
delayed. 

Words from both sides have come 
about. People from the Pacquiao cor- 
ner are saying Mayweather is scared to 
lose his undefeated record. People 
from the Mayweather camp are saying 
Pacquiao is hiding something other- 
wise he should take the drug test. This 
caused Pacquiao to file a defamation 
suit. Pacquiao also said he doesn't want 
a drug test so close to a fight because 
blood loss weakens you. 

This would probably be the best 
fight ever on paper because currently 
Mayweather is the second best pound 
for pound fighter by Ring Magazine 
with Pacquiao being number one. If 
these fights did indeed happen it would 
bring in a boatload of cash for every- 
one involved and it would also put 
boxing back in the spotlight. 


Lockout 


over? 


By ANTHONY BEVILACQUA 
Sports Editor 


The NFL has struggled this off- 
season with the player's lockout. The 
NFL owners and players have been 
meeting in court to settle the prob- 
lems that started the lockout. As of 
April 25, 2011, after twe months, the 
NFL lockout has ended. 

U.S. District Judge Susan 
Richard Nelson sided with the players 
writing, “The plaintiffs have made a 
strong showing that allowing the 
League to continue their ‘lockout’ is 
presently inflicting, and will continue 
to inflict, irreparable harm upon 
them, particularly when weighed 
against the lack of any real injury that 
would be imposed on the NFL by 
issuing the preliminary injunction.” 

What does this ruling mean for 
the 2011 NFL season? The answer to 
that is still up in the air. 

The NFL owners have made it 
clear that they will immediately 
appeal this ruling. "We will promptly 
seek a stay from Judge Nelson pend- 
ing an expedited appeal to the Eighth 
Circuit Court of Appeals,” the league 
said. 

Although the offseason madness 
will continue between the players and 
owners this will hopefully give the 
players some momentum in the court- 
room. 

A few weeks will go by before we 
hear anything more on the pending 
2011 season. The players and owners 
are not supposed to meet again until 
May 16. 

This news is a beacon of light for 
every football fan out there. All the 
fans planning on watching more col- 
lege football, plans to shut down fan- 
tasy football leagues, and families of 
future NFL draft picks now have a 
stronger faith for the NFL to return in 
2011. 


| 
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Sports 


A new type of Fenway unfaithfu 


New Red Sox fans 
focused more on 
socializing and less 
on the baseball game 


By MATT SPATOLA 
Correspondent 


Since one of the most memorable 
playoff runs and eventual World 
Series Championship win in 2004, 
Fenway Park really hasn't been the 
same. A lot of the “die-hard” Boston 
Red Sox fans have been separating 
themselves because it seems a breed 
of fan has been brewing for some 
time now. This fan people speak of? 
Pink hats. 

The 2004 season was magical to 
say the least. Unbelievable that as a 
Red Sox fan of 15 years at the time I 
was able to see something I never 
thought would happen. The fan base 
had been shamed and actually 
believed in a curse that only one of 
the greatest players ever, Babe Ruth, 
could cast us with. Since the 2004 
season more and more people have 
been attracted to the Red Sox. 
Popularity tends to pick up as teams 
get better. 

When the New England Patriots 
won the Super Bowl in 2001, the first 
of three, they became very popular. 


The Boston Celtics won their seven- 
teenth NBA Championship in 2008 
and the Garden has been sold out ever 
since. Something with the Red Sox is 
different though. 

People are actually showing up to 
games now to socialize. Fenway Park 
is a great place to socialize. It's no 
different than watching the game at a 
local bar, except you can get hit with 
a foul ball at Fenway. Here is the 
thing though -- when you know noth- 
ing about the team going into the 
game and are not rooting for the 
opposing team, to a die-hard Red Sox 
fan you've labeled yourself. 

A “pink hat” is no different from 
a bandwagon fan. The only difference 
is when you have 81 regular season 
home games, people are more apt to 
go to the games as if they follow the 
team, and in turn know nothing about 
anything that has gone on the whole 
season. 

“I don't mind people coming to 
the game to see Fenway Park at all,” 
said Jim Sullivan, who was keeping 
score at last Saturday's game against 
the Toronto Blue Jays, “It's just when 
you're trying to watch the game and 
everyone around you is talking, not 
paying attention, it really gets on my 
nerves.” 

Look, baseball is at most times a 
very slow sport. When the team you 
are rooting for is pitching and not 
doing well, it can seem like a life- 
time. But, some fans are there to 


enjoy the sport, not the merchandise 
booth. 

“My favorite player is Big 
Papi, said a girl around the age of 21- 
23, who was holding a beer, but 
appeared young. When I asked her 
what Big Papi's name was she 
replied, “It isn't Big Papi?” No, no - it 
isn't Big Papi. His legal name is 
David Ortiz. If his name was Big 
Papi, his parents would've been bold. 

“My favorite player is Papelbon!” 
This came from the previous girl's 
friend. Also, looking a little wobbly, 
when asked what position Papelbon 
played, she answered, “He hits home 
runs.” Nope, he doesn't hit home 
runs. In fact, Jonathan Papelbon has- 
n't had one Major League at bat in his 
career. He is a pitcher who plays the 
role of a “closer.” 

Those were just a couple of the 
fans. All in all though, the consensus 
was that a lot of people were not pay- 
ing attention to the game, and would 
rather drink and chat with friends. 

The blame shouldn't be on the 
fans though. It should be solely based 
on the franchise’s decisions to make 
Fenway Park a more social environ- 
ment than most other stadiums. This 
puts Fenway ahead of almost every 
stadium in the sport. So, I'm sure the 
owners don't mind a single bit. 

Are “pink hats” the scapegoat for 
the “die-hard” fans to point the finger 
at one of the best run franchises in not 
only baseball, but all of sports entire- 


ly? It would seem so. 

What fans call “pink hats”, the 
owners, and NESN, who is percent 
owned by the Red Sox owners, 
proudly call “Red Sox Nation.” 
Something that started up in the 80's, 
but since blew up in the early 2000's 
with all their success as a franchise. 
In a lot of people's opinions it was a 
marketing scheme owners John 
Henry and Tom Werner pushed as 
soon as they stepped foot in the door 
back in 2002. No one will contend it 
being bad business, though. 

So, can a brand, which in most 
cases the average New Englander can 
hardly go a day without seeing the 
logo of, be alienating its own lifelong 
fans? They might not see it that way. 

But, it doesn't change the fact that 
fans that have been through the ups 
and downs throughout the years are 
speaking against a certain type of 
new fan. And in doing this story 
found, people shouldn't be mad at the 
“pink hats,” they shouldn't be mad at 
the owners, they shouldn't be mad at 
the team's success in the past eight 
years. 

The fans should enjoy this to the 
fullest. Be glad we have a decent 
enough team to compete for a cham- 
pionship year in and year out. Go to 
Fenway, have a hot dog, and relax. 
It's a great environment to see a base- 
ball game whether the people around 
you are more into the social aspect 
than the actual game. 


MCT Campus Photo 
Red Sox short stop Jed 
Lowrie during a game 
against the Oakland A’s 


NHP understands what you need from a health plan. 


‘Ss important to me. 


@ 


With NHPCare plan exclusively for GIC members, you get quality coverage for all your medical needs: 


Access to a network of 63 hospitals, 3,600 primary care 
providers and 12,800 specialists, including doctors with 


Harvard Vanguard/Atrius Health, Lahey Clinic, and at 


community health centers and top hospitals in Boston 


and across the state. 


Tiered office visit copayments for primary care and 


eight other specialties. 


For more information, visit 
nhp.org or call 1-800-462-5449. 


Coverage for emergency care whenever you travel. 
Free 24/7 Nurse Advice Line. 


Gym membership/fitness club reimbursement. 


Access90 program (90-day supply of certain medications 


lower cost to you). 


= of Massachusetts 
Group Insurance Commission 


available through participating retail pharmacies at a 


Neighborhood 


Health Plan 


Your health. Our promise. 
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Jealousy in relationships | Keep private 
lives offline 


The ethics of jealousy 
and your partner $ 
rights 


By THOMAS SHAMMA 
Assistant Opinion Editor 


Jealousy is natural, and consid- 
ering your own feelings as part of 
decision making is legitimate. Your 
partner should care about how you 
feel about their actions and deci- 
sions, and you should care how they 
feel about yours. 

But that isn't the end of the con- 
versation. It's common for people to 
use the existence of emotional 
resistance as a conversation ender, 
an insurmountable veto on their 
partner's actions or decisions. 

Whatever the circumstances are, 
that isn't fair. 

Sometimes, the emotions might 
be a good enough reason. It's not 
unreasonable to expect your partner 
to be emotionally supportive, and 
the way you feel certainly has a 
place in the conversation. 

But -- and this is absolutely 
essential -- those conversations 
should actually happen. 

If your emotional discomfort is 


the reason you're asking your part- 
ner to change their behavior, make 
that totally clear to them. 

Give them the opportunity to 
discuss it with you. 

More than just that, be ready for 
the possibility that they disagree. 

Your reservations might not be 
enough of a reason for them to con- 
cede the decision. 

What you're asking when you 
ask your partner to change their 
behavior because of your feelings 
about it, you're asking them to suffer 
inconvenience and discomfort for 
you. . 

Keep in mind that if you have 
the right to ask that of them, they 
have the right to ask it of you. 

They might want you to face 
your discomfort as part of the com- 
promise. 

Remember that no one emotion 
is more worthy of attention than 
another -- jealousy doesn't automat- 
ically take precedence over social 
pressures, stress, friendships, guilt, 
or any of the other hundreds of fac- 
tors that could possibly be in play. 

There's no clean answer to when 
jealousy is a good reason to ask your 
partner not to do something. Every 
couple is going to have different 
answers, every person has different 
needs. 


Some people have thicker skins, 
some people have a higher tolerance 
for the emotional pain they do feel, 
and some people are just more sen- 
sitive, and need more sensitive han- 
dling. 

Because there's no clean answer, 
you should talk about it, not just in 
every relationship, but whenever the 
issue comes up. 

If you and your partner have 
established good communication, it 
will usually be pretty quick and 
painless. 

You hear ‘Communication is the 
cornerstone of a good relationship’ 
so often it can start to go in one ear 
and out the other. 

But jealousy can be a difficult 
emotion to deal with, and an easy 
one to make exceptions for. 

It isn't an exception to the rule, 
though. Jealousy is a sign that 
there's something to talk about, not 
an excuse not to have a hard conver- 
sation. 

You don't own your partner, and 
what they choose to do is ultimately 
their decision. 

If they care about you, they'll 
want to take your emotions into 
account. 

But if you want them to be will- 
ing to make concessions for you, 
you owe them the same courtesy. 


Got confidence? 


Dont worry, you will 
have better luck some- 


day, well maybe 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Executive Editor 


If you're 
this, 
you 
absolutely reek 
of desperation. 

The expres- 
sion on your 
face at this exact 
: moment is more 
than likely confusion, and you're 
probably squinting at this paper. 

But, the fact is, you are desperate 
and have no confidence. 

There is no room for argument. 


Of course, in your life probably 
you have had a couple instances of 
success. But, they probably were old 
enough to be your grandmother. 

However, they got bored with 
you and threw you away like yester- 
day’s cabbage rolls. 

Now, before giving up hope on 
yourself, | am here to give you a 
glimmer of optimism. 

It is possible to pick up a super- 
model, or at least a person that is 
attractive enough to pass off as one. 

Seriously, I am not being sarcas- 
tic. 

You need to understand that there 
is always someone more attractive, 
experienced, smarter and funnier 
than you. 

They want the same exact thing 
that you want, however, there is a 
difference between you and them. 

The difference being that they 
are awesome and that you are lame. 


Now, I am glad that we have 
come to-that understanding. 

On that note, there is one solu- 
tion to this. 

A single word. Confidence. 

I want you to think of the most 
successful pick-up artist you know. 
And ask yourself, do they have con- 
fidence? 

In order to be successful in the 
world of pick-up lines you have to 
believe you are Osuperior. 

Then, you need to stick to that 
idea. You need to be that person who 
can hit on someone out of your 
league and say "What are you doing 
later?" When they say "I don't know," 
you have to say "Well, I do." 

Again, let me stress the word 
confidence. Believe in yourself and 
the supermodels will come or at least 
the grandmothers will stay a little 
while longer. 


Horoscopes 


Social networking 
and relationships 


don t mix well 


By HARMONIE CHARLAND 
Features Editor 


Facebook 
is a social net- 
» working site 
m@ where individu- 

Bals are able to 
connect with 
friends, celebri- 

ties, organiza- 

tions, pretty 
much anything someone decides to 
make a page for. Facebook is not 
your personal diary, therapist, or the 
place to makeup and breakup with 
the person you are in a relationship 
with. 

For starters, ladies, please stop 
posting these statuses about how 
your man is a good for nothing low 
down cheat when you, I, and your 
hundreds of Facebook friends know 
you'll be back with him tomorrow. 

In case you were unaware of the 
type of impression you are giving 
off posting bogus statuses such as 


this allow me to inform you. 
Number one: you are broadcast- 


ing to hundreds, maybe even thou- 
sands, of people, depending on how 
many Facebook friends you have, 
that you allow your boyfriend to 
sleep around on you putting you at 
risk for contracting an STD. 

After maybe two days of being 
“mad” at your boyfriend you decide 
to give him another chance and 
allow him to creep back into your 
bed. How do I know this you ask? 

Your status, dummy. 

Your “He’s good for nothing” 
status you posted just 48 hours ago 
has magically turned into a “F**k 
the haters I love him so much” sta- 


“tus. The point is, ladies, have some 


self-respect. 
A guy who cheats on you is not 


worth having you. If you are not 
intelligent enough to understand this 
then please do yourself they favor 
and keep your ignorance to yourself 
and stop posting it on Facebook. 

And now for the fellas. Oh, did 
you think only females post ridicu- 
lous relationship statuses on 
Facebook? You my friend are sadly 
mistaken. 

Guys, why is it that every time 
you and your old lady are having 
relationship issues you have this 
uncontrollable impulse to post a sta- 
tus referring to her as a whore? 

She wasn’t a whore yesterday 
when everything in the relationship 
was cool, but today she is? You may 
think you are damaging her reputa- 
tion by broadcasting attacks to your 
entire Facebook community, but in 
reality you are clearly admitting that 
you have been willingly sleeping 
with a female you don’t trust or 
respect. 

Other females who read these 
disturbing statuses on how much of 
a whore your current ex-girlfriend is 
completely forget how charming and 
attractive you are, and immediately 
put themselves in her shoes. 

They think if they were to date 
you and the relationship went sour 
you would completely disrespect 
them the same way you have het. 
You, my friend, have just classified 
yourself as un-datable. 

Although there may be hundreds 
of ridiculous relationship statuses 
that do not belong on Facebook this 


is just a small column in a college | 


newspaper. 

I can fill a book with the amount 
of relationship stupidity | see on 
Facebook daily. If you are one of the 


culprits I mentioned above, please — 


don’t worry. It’s never too late to 
change. 

If you find yourself offended by 
anything I mentioned above you are 
truly in a state of denial. 

1 wish you luck in your future 
relationship endeavors, because you 
definitely need it. 


By Jennifer Shepherd, The 
Lipstick Mystic 

Aries: March 21-April 19 

You're being pulled in two 
directions at once, thanks to a 
schizophrenic moon. 

You might be thinking about a 
former flame while, at the same 
time, you're pursuing a brand new 
flirtation. Give yourself time to 
sort it all out. 

Taurus: April 20-May 20 

A passionate full moon is 
bringing hidden feelings to the sur- 
face. You could be tempted to make 
a confession to someone. 

Maybe you'll finally tell that 
cute neighbor or sexy coworker 
that you'd love to go out with him 
or her. 

Gemini: May 21-June 21 

It's important to deal with 


schedules, budgets, and lists this 
week. Saturn is reminding you that 
sometimes you have to work with- 
in certain restrictions. 

The health of your family and 
your romantic relationship depends 
on it. 

Cancer: June 22-July 22 

Don't be intimidated by tech- 
nology, even if your cell phone, 
your GPS system, and your DVD 
player give out on you at once. 

Uranus is reminding you not to 
be so focused on toys and 
machines. Take a break and enjoy 
some private time with your honey. 

Leo: July 23-Aug. 22 

Mars is increasing your need 
for instant gratification. 

If your sweetheart has to work 
late, you'll demand that he or she 
call in sick to spend time with you. 
Or if your partner is tending to a 


friend or relative, you'll want your 
share of attention. 

Virgo: Aug. 23-Sept. 22 

You're enjoying your lover 
without worrying too much about 
tomorrow. 

A sensual moon has you 
focused on loving touch and inti- 
mate moments. 

You're trying not to project into 
the future or put definitions or 
restrictions On your romance. 

Libra: Sept. 23-Oct. 23 

An on again, off again relation- 
ship could pick up steam as Venus 
increases the sexual intensity. 

You'll be wondering if this per- 
son might even be a soulmate. It's 
probably too soon to tell for sure, 
but have fun investigating. 

Scorpio: Oct. 24-Noy. 2 

You could be under pressure to 
date someone other people want 


you to be with. Maybe your parents 
are playing matchmaker or your 
friends are trying to hook you up 
with a nice acquaintance. 

The moon says it's okay to 
check it out. 

Sagittarius: Nov. 22-Dec. 21 

A moon opposition has you 
making a list of your partner's 
flaws and failures. 

Meanwhile, you're feeling rest- 
less about your own achievements 
and wondering if you need to make 
a change. 

Evolution is happening, and it's 
good to ask some deep questions. 

Capricorn: Dec. 22-Jan.19 

Pay more attention to your 
intuition and emotions. 

The moon is encouraging you 
to get in touch with what you real- 
ly feel instead of being "efficient" 
and "hard working" every moment 


of the day. You're allowed to want, 
to desire and to dream. 
Aquarius: Jan. 20-Feb. 18 


You could encounter someone | 


whose force of personality and 
sense of humor astound you. 

The moon is stirring up power- 
ful feelings of attraction to a new 
friend, colleague or neighbor. You 
could find yourself comparing this 
person to people you've dated in 
the past. 

Pisces: Feb. 19-March 20 

Don't worry if you're in hermit 
mode 

The moon is making you extra 
sensitive, and it's important for you 
to heal and find balance. 

You won't want to spend time 
with a lot of people. And you might 
want to avoid dating or intense 
interactions with a sweetheart for a 
bit. 
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I'M BATMAN. 


BUDDY, IT DOESN’/T MATTER 
IF YOURE THE FREAKING EASTER 
BUNNY WE‘RE STILL ALL OUT 
OF BLIS PASSES. 


BY RICK INGHAM AND XANTHIAS WATSON 


| THE GNASHINAL DET [S STILL 8 WILL WE EVER BE ABLE TO 
GROWING. SOON, IT MAY SHRINK THE DET? 
CONELIME THE WHOLE EARTH. : 


ed ES a 
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©2011 tad Schiller & Greg Cravens 


www.harrybliss.com 


“OK, OK, | believe that you were an 
‘all-state gymnast at obedience school’... 
now please get down.” 


WANNA GO FOR A BIKE RIDE? 


NAH, I HATE 3D 
STUFF. IT GIVES 


WHEN YOU THINK ABOUT IT, THIS EXCUSE 
CAN GET YOU OUT OF ALMOST ANYTHING, 


ts 


’ 
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By KARL HUTCHINS 
Correspondent 


The upcoming NECC art 
how Departure hasn’t had as 
uch attention as one might 
ave hoped. Departure is an art 
how for NECC students who 
re leaving this semester. It is 
heir time to shine. 

“We want, to focus on the 
ork of students that will not be 
t NECC at this time next 
semester,” says Rachel 
Hellman, NECC’s Coordinator 
of the Visual Arts program. 
Students who are graduating 
efore 2011 and/or will not be 
ttending NECC in 2011 due to 
ransfer.” 

Requirements for the show 
are simple: students may submit 
wo pieces of class-assigned 
ork. This can be a photograph, 
painting, drawing, collage, or 

raphic; anything from art, 
fiesigt or illustration classes. 
Susan Miles, a participant in 
Departure, will be submitting 
two pieces in charcoal and 
acrylic paint. 

"Il am excited about this 
how because the students are 
eing given a chance to really 
get involved." Miles says, "I am 
also looking forward to seeing 
ee other students here at 


Creative Junction 


Northern Essex have come up 
with, it is always fun seeing 
their artwork. [Plus] It's a 
chance to add something to my 
resume." 

According to Hellman, 
more than 20 students will be 
submitting work to this show, 
with pieces ranging in size and 
medium. 

“This is an excellent oppor- 
tunity for the greater college 
community and public to cele- 
brate all of the hard work of the 
Art & Design students at 
NECC,” says Hellman. 

Unfortunately, the due date 
to submit work has already 
passed (April 18 & 19). But that 
doesn’t mean you can’t visit the 
gallery and appreciate these stu- 
dents’ hard work. 

Departure will be on display 
in the NECC Library from April 
25 until May 22, with an open- 
ing reception on April 27 
between 3:30 p.m. and 5:30 
p.m. During the reception, stu- 
dent artists will be present to 
discuss their work and talk with 
any visitors or fellow artists. 


Pictured are several 
pieces of artwork by NECC 
Students. 


Parting is such a sweet sorrow 


The above painting “How do you think 
you see me” is by art student, Samuel 
Rivera. 


